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“Unto you is born this day in the city of David, a Saviour, 
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Christmas Gift for the 
Luther Leaguer 


Adventuring For Christ 


By Ira Oliver Nothstein 


HORT, readable biographies of notable missionary leaders of 
G the Lutheran Church are now available. They have been 

written by the able author of “Lutheran Makers of America.” 
These accounts are, however, more extensive, including much detail 
of human interest and some historical background. 

Included in the large list of missionaries of this and other lands 
are men and women who engaged in home, foreign, or inner mis- 
sion work. Some are well known while others will be new to many 
who read these biographies. The whole period of the mission ac- 
tivity of our Church from its founding to recent times is covered 
by these true stories. 

The sketches are fascinating, stirring, inspirational. They will 
interest all who read, young or old. Because of their clearness and 
conciseness, they make an indispensable reference book for pastors 
and all who are interested in missions. 

The book is illustrated with portraits and scenes. 


Price, $1.50 
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An Gagle of The Wilderness 


By Margaret R. Seebach 
HIS narrative sketch of Henry Melchior Muhlenberg is no 
© ordinary biography, but a weaving together in story form of 
such significant and revealing events in his life as are needed 
to make possible a close and sympathetic acquaintance with one 
whom Lutherans, old and young, should know. Cloth. Illustrated. 
Price, $1.00 


pave ayes al eat 


Katherine Luther of The Wittenberg 


Parsonage 
By Clara Louise Dentler 


ERE is an unusual portraiture of the wife of Luther and a 
charming account of Luther’s home life. Taking? the role of 
a regular correspondent and welcome visitor in that home, the 


author gives an account vibrant with human interest. Illustrated. 


Cloth. 
Price, $1.00 ee 


sD aR E aes fale aS ak 


‘Paths in The Wilderness - 


By Rev. C. E. Sparks 


N this delightful story, with histerical characters and facts 

| and distinctive church principles woven into a web of sus- 
taining fiction, there are told the experiences of Lutheran 
pioneers in Georgia and the founding of one of our early Lutheran 


settlements. Old and young will find this a most readable story of 
pioneer days. 


Price, $1.25 
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The United Lutheran Publication House 


Philadelphia, Pa. 


1228-1234 Spruce Street 


KATHERINE EDELMAN 


By 


peace that the angels first sang over the far-off hills of Judea and 
which has echoed and re-echoed with added strength through each 
succeeding year. 


Gr peace of Christmas time is all over the land, the blessed, holy 


EACE on earth to men good will. This is the secret of the peace 

| @) that comes at Christmas time, for true and abiding peace can come 
only to men of good will, it can dwell in the heart only when all that is 
opposed to it has been driven out. And so it is that at this season, when man 


is at his very best, when his heart is filled deep with the spirit of love and ie 
service, of giving and doing, when everything of doubt and fear, of hatred 

and mistrust, of envy and malice, is cast out of his heart, this blessed and NC] 
holy peace enters in and he knows a happiness so deep and sincere that it 6 


floods all his being, like sunshine flooding a darkened landscape. 


delights the ear. It was a word that the Christ Child used often when 

He grew to man’s estate. Once He told His disciples: “Into whatsoever 
house you enter, say peace be to this house.” What a wonderful salutation 
and how sweet it must have sounded falling from His lips! 


(Os aea word itself has a beautiful sound, a sweet cadence that 


ET us away with strife at this season. Now is the time to speak kindly 
1 words. Let us not carry into the new year the enmities of the old. 
Let not the harsh notes of contention come into the heavenly song of 
peace. Christ came to give peace, and from heaven’s throne today He bends 
to give peace to all who trust Him. 


ine happiness. Without it no joy can be really satisfying, no pleasure 
or gain worth while. With peace lacking there is always unrest in 
the soul, always an unsatisfied yearning no matter what else one may possess. 


(Ne have peace within the heart and home is to enjoy sincere and genu- 


when it is enfolding the world and binding men and women more 
closely in a brotherhood of love and service, when its influence is filling 
all hearts and leading them to ways of happiness, let each one of us pray 
and hope that this beautiful spirit of peace shall endure long after the Christ- 


(By ies when the earth is wrapped in this beautiful mantle of peace, 


mas time is past and gone. 
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Christmas Greetings 
©u Ell (uther T(eaguers 


Wy heartiest Christmas wish I frame, 
€jntwine it all with holly sprigs, 

fx egale it well with pine-tree twigs, 
fight gladly then to give it you— 
Culetide’s best love, both warm and true. 


Christmas I wish might to you bring 
Wands full of every needed thing; 

fQich blessings for your hearth and home 
‘Ln bounteous showers to you may come, 
@yJince God’s best gifts come from above, 
©hen may be yours, Faith, Hope and Love 
May those whose paths are lined with care, 
€[nd homes which have a vacant chair, 
@trong Faith from God receive, my prayer. 


©o those whose day turns into night, 
Qh! may the star of Hope shine bright. 


GC uletide will prove, ’mid Winter’s snows 
© faded flowers, one is not froze’— 
@ ndying Love—the Christmas Rose. 


PAUL M. KINPORTS, 
Executive Secretary 


THE COBBLER AND HIS GUEST 

Of the many stories that have entwined themselves 
around the story of the Nativity this is one of the most 
charming. It has been told and retold, under other titles, 
in one version or another, in prose and in verse, but it 
is so beautiful and teaches such a fine lesson that it 
cannot be repeated too often. 

According to the one version of the tale, there lived 
in the city of Marseilles a hundred years ago and more 
an old shoemaker, loved and honored by all his neigh- 
bors who affectionately called him “Father Martin.” One 
Christmas Eve as he sat alone in his little shop, reading 
of the visit of the wise men to the infant Jesus, and the 
gifts they brought, he said to himself: 

“Tf tomorrow were the first Christmas, and if Jesus 
were to be born in Marseilles this night, I know what 
I would give Him!” He arose and took from a shelf 
two tiny shoes of softest snow-white leather, with bright 
silver buckles. “I would give Him these, my finest work. 
*)  * How pleased His mother wrould bel * >>? 
But I’m a foolish old man,” he thought, smiling. “The 
Master has no need of my poor gifts.” 

Replacing the shoes he blew out the candle and 
retired to rest. Hardly had he closed his eyes, it seemed, 
when he heard a Voice call his name, “Martin!” In- 
tuitively he felt aware of the identity of the Speaker: 
“Martin, you have longed to see me. Tomorrow I shall 
pass by your window. If you see me and bid me enter, 
I shall be your guest and sit at your table.” 

He did not sleep that night for joy. Before it was 
yet dawn he rose and swept and tidied up his little shop. 
Fresh sand he spread upon the floor, and green boughs 
of fir he wreathed along the rafters. On the spotless, 
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linen-covered table he placed a loaf of white bread, a jar 
of honey, a pitcher of milk, and over the fire he hung 
a pot of coffee. 

When all was in readiness he took up his vigil at 
the window. He was sure he would know the Master. 
From childhood had he not gazed in love and reverence 
at His image above the great altar in the cathedral? 
And as he watched the driving sleet and rain in the cold, 
deserted street, he though of the joy that would be his 
when he sat down and broke bread with his Guest. 

Presently he saw an old street-sweeper pass by, 
blowing upon his thin, gnarled hands to warm them. 
“Poor fellow, he must be half frozen,” thought Martin. 
Opening the door he called out to him, “Come in, my 
friend, and warm, and drink a cup of hot coffee.” No 
further urging was needed, and the man gratefully ac- 
cepted the invitation. 

An hour passed, and Martin saw a young, miserably 
clothed woman, carrying a baby. She paused wearily 
to rest in the shelter of his doorway. The heart of the 
old cobbler was touched. Quickly he flung open the 
door. “Come in and warm while you rest,” he said to 
her. “You do not look well,’ he remarked. 

“I am going to the hospital. I hope they will take 
me in, and my baby boy,” she explained. “My husband 
isvat. sea, and leant!) withoutia sou. 


“Poor child!” cried the old man. “You must eat 


something while you are getting warm. No? ‘Then 
let me give a cup of milk to the little one. * * * Ah! 
What a bright, pretty little fellow he is! * * * Why, 


you have no shoes on him!” 
“T have no shoes for him,”. sighed the mother. 


“Then he shall have the lovely pair I finished 
yesterday.” And Martin took down from the shelf the 
soft little snow-white shoes he had looked at the even- 
ing before. They fitted perfectly. And shortly the poor 
young mother went on her way, tearful with gratitude, 
and Martin resumed his post at the window. 


Hour after hour went by. And although many 
people passed his window, and many needy souls shared 
the hospitality of the old cobbler, the expected Guest 
did not appear. 


At last, when night had fallen, Father Martin re- 
tired to his cot with a heavy heart. “It was only a 
dream,” he sighed. “I did hope and-believe, but He 
has not come.” 


Suddenly, so it seemed to his weary eyes, the room 
was flooded with a glorious light. And to the cobbler’s 
astonished vision there appeared before him, one by one, 
the poor street-sweeper, the sick mother and her baby, 
and all the people whom he had aided during the day. 
And each smiled at him and said: “Have you not seen 
me? Did I not sit at your table?’—and vanished! 

Then softly out of the silence he heard again the 
gentle Voice, repeating the old, familiar words: 


“Whosoever shall receive one such little child in 
my name, receiveth me.” 


“For I was hungered and ye gave me meat; I was 
thirsty and ye gave me drink; I was a stranger and ye 
took me in.” 


“Verily I say unto you, inasmuch as ye have done it 


unto one of the least of these my brethren, ye have 
done it unto me.” 
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“SING ALLELUIA FORTH” 


Philip P. Jacobs, Ph.D., Director, Publications and 
Extension, National Tuberculosis Association 


©: that endless procession who sing songs of joy 


(By 


and praise at Christmas time there is added this 

year an army of some two billion Christmas seals, 
all joining in the chorus, “Sing Alleluia Forth.’ The 
seal for 1932 depicts two happy children holding a song 
book and singing lustily the songs of Christmas cheer 
and good health. And who has a better right to sing 
than they and their sponsors, the affliated tuberculosis 
associations of the United States! 

Here, for instance, is an army of more than 1,500,000 
victims of tuberculosis, who are saved from death be- 
cause the death rate of this disease since the Christmas 
seal began has declined from 178 out of every 100,000 
inhabitants of the United States to 72 in 1930. 

And look at the happy faces of more than 150,000 
tuberculosis patients who in this year 1932 have been 
given a chance to get well from tuberculosis in the 633 
sanatoria and hospitals! They join the “endless Alle- 
luia” at this Christmas time. 

And here too are children, hundreds and thousands 
of them, who, thanks to the newer knowledge and 
methods of tuberculosis, exploited through the medium 
of the Christmas seal, are being tested with tuberculin 
and the X-ray and are being given a new chance to 
escape in later life the dire consequences of the “Great 
White Plague,’ as Oliver Wendell Holmes so aptly 
named it. How their ‘“Alleluias” ring as they join the 
Christmas seal army! 

Doctors, nurses, social workers, many thousands of 
them, also sing “Sing Alleluia Forth,” because to them 
has been given the joy of service for humanity, the op- 
portunity to save precious human lives. 

And there are some six million purchasers of Christ- 
mas seals, who this year will express their Christmas 
joy by helping to support the local, state and national 
tuberculosis associations in their fight against tubercu- 
losis. For them and the rest of the 122,000,000 people 
in the United States life has been made better, happier 
and safer because tuberculosis is becoming less and 
less devastating. 

So in these days of depression, we all can “Sing 
Alleluia Forth” in joyful strain and join the old and 
new carolers of the Christmas cheer, because we can 
share in the fight against tuberculosis by buying Christ- 
mas seals. 
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CHRISTMAS MORNING 
(A Word Picture) 


“Come! Come! Come!” rang out the clear summons 
of a bell through glistening stillness which comes be- 
fore a winter dawn. 


It was calling us once again to His House of Wor- 
ship—calling us that we might again kneel at the side 
of His manger bed in adoration, bringing our gifts of 
love to Him who gave His life that we might be saved. 


As we hastened forth, the sound of the bell faded 
on the crisp, frosty air. Below our feet crunched the 
glistening snow and above our heads the vaulted heavens 
were in deepest velvet, beset with twinkling stars whose 
brilliance far surpassed that of the most precious of 
stones. 


In the East shone a star so much brighter and 
larger than any other, we could not help but think of 
that star which led the Wise Men so many years ago 
to the place where lay the fulfillment of the greatest 
promise ever given to mankind. 


We entered the church and reverently bowed our 
heads in a silent prayer of thanks to God for the blessed 
privilege of once more celebrating this day of days. 
And as we listened to the voice of the choir raised in 
strains of “Silent Night, Holy Night,” our gaze was 
directed toward the Christmas tree, ablaze in all its 
splendor, its branches, faithful and true, ever reaching 
upward to heaven. 


The deep, sonorous tones of the organ mingled with 
the peal of chimes, filled all the church; and then fol- 
lowed the service of worship and adulation to Him from 
whom all blessings flow. 


Slowly the fingers of dawn touched the eastern 
window, dimly revealing the figure of our Saviour seated 
in the midst of a group of children, blessing them, lov- 
ing them! 

Our pastor, who has been the faithful shepherd of 
our flock for many years, entered the pulpit and again 
told the old, old story which shall be ever new to those 
who love it. 

More hymns of praise and thanksgiving were sung. 
Then, as we humbly stood in one last moment of prayer, 
the morning sun burst forth in all its glory, tinting the 
spacious church and beautifully designed windows with 
rose and golden hues, filling our hearts with the signifi- 
cance of that moment. 

Once more the organ poured forth notes of over- 
whelming joy, and we returned home our hearts sing- 
ing, for we had given Him first place on this day of 
days—His birthday. 


—L. LOHR 


“HELPERS THROUGH PRAYER” 


“The third series of ‘Helpers Through Prayer’ leaf- 
lets will begin with the January number. To receive 
them throughout 1933, send ten United States two cent 
stamps (20 cents) and your name, with address, to the 
United Lutheran Church Mission, Uhl Bungalow, Gun- 
tur, South India. 

“The January number will be sent only after a re- 
newal of subscription has been asked for, or new orders 
sent in. We trust that all who have used the leaflets 
will give immediate attention to this notice.” 
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BACK TO BETHLEHEM 
A Christmas Service for Your League 


‘The story of Bethlehem brings to the world the 
beginnings of the greatest drama of the world history. 
To portray the scenes of that wonderful night when 
Jesus was born is the object of this service. It is ours 
to catch anew the songs of the angels and view once 
more the divine in human form. Christmas is the chil- 
dren’s festival. 

‘There is no time like Christmas, 
To let good cheer abound, 

Each heart should spread it freely, 
When Christmas time comes round; 
All sorrow then forgotten, 

Let smiles each face adorn, 

For ’tis the happy season, 

When Christ the Lord was born. 


Through the modern pageant electrotypes it is pos- 
sible now to purchase a beautiful “Bethlehem Back- 
ground” at a very nominal price. This adds greatly to 
the pageant or program which you may present. 

In many churches an electric star is used at Christ- 
mas time. This may be done in a very elaborate or 
simple way. It is possible to have a large star con- 
structed with many colored electric bulbs radiating from 
a large white electric bulb in the center; or you may 
enclose an electric light in an opaque box, one side of 
which has been. cut star-shaped. These are to be con- 
nected to a convenient switch which can be turned on 
or off at the proper time. 


Program 


Hymn: “O Come, All Ye Faithful.” 
Hymn: “O Little Town of Bethlehem.” 


Just before this hymn is sung the leader might give 
this short note of history: During a visit to the Holy 
Land, Phillips Brooks spent Christmas Eve in Bethle- 
hem. Of his stirring emotions on that Holy Night he 
later wrote to his Sunday School in Philadelphia as 
follows: “I remember especially Christmas Eve, when 
I was standing in the old church at Bethlehem, close 
to the spot where Jesus was born, when the whole 
church was ringing hour after hour with the splendid 
hymns of praise to God, how again and again it seemed 
that I could hear voices that I knew well, telling each 
other of the “Wonderful Night’ of the Saviour’s birth, 
as I had heard the year before; and I assure you I was 
glad to shut my ears for a while and listen to the more 
familiar strains that came wandering to me halfway 
round the world.” Two years after his return to America, 
still full of the thrilling memories of Bethlehem, Phil- 
lips Brooks wrote for his Sunday School this Christmas 
hymn which for a long time had been singing in his soul. 

Scripture Reading: Luke 2:8-20—And there were in 
the same country shepherds abiding in the field, keeping 
watch over their flock by night. * * * 

Hymn: “Silent Night, Holy Night.” 

Prayer: Followed by the Lord’s Prayer. 

Here the Prophet comes in and recites Isaiah 9:1-7. 

Hymn: “Joy to the World.” 

A Christmas Story: “The Cobbler and His Guest” 
(in this issue of the Review). 

Hymn: “While Shepherds Watched Their Flocks 

By Night.” 
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Topic Presentation: Sunday, December 25th. 

The story of “The Other Wise Man” by Van Dyke 
is told. 

Hymn: “It Came Upon a Midnight Clear.” 

Offering and Announcements. 

Hymn: “Hark! the Herald Angels Sing.” 

Benediction. 


THE ADVENTURES OF THE “UNRENEWEDS” 

“Where did you put the Luther League Review?” 
John Unrenewed asked his sister, Elizabeth. “I want to 
read the material on the topic I have been assigned 
for next Sunday.” 

“You will find this material most helpful,’ Eliza- 
beth prophesied, handing the Review over to John. 
“And I see there is a very interesting article on ‘The 
Relationship of the League to the Church,’ and John, I 
surely did enjoy reading the News this month.” 

John thanked Elizabeth for turning over to him 
the Review. He started to read the article Elizabeth 
suggested. 

“By the way, John,” Elizabeth interrupted, “did 
you send in our subscription? Mary said last Sunday 
we wouldn’t receive any more courtesy copies.” 

“Vou’re right,’ John admitted- “Here, gimme that 
pencil!” 

Are you an Unrenewed? 
tion ends with this issue. 


You are if your subscrip- 


Luther League of America, 
1228 Spruce Street, 
Philadelphia, Pa. 


I refuse to be an Unrenewed! Enclosed is 


$1.25* for my renewal to the Luther League 
Review. 

INVaT1 @ ic SEs eS eee ee eee ea ee 
NAG ESS tees, ie eee ei ece S eee 
CCE oc ace meter Paris re see State eee ee 


*00 cents if your League has a club of ten or 
more subscribers. 


CHRISTMAS EVE 
(By Catherine Parmenter) 


Pine-crowned hills against the sky, 
Kneeling low to pray; : 
Friendly, lamp-lit villages 

Along the snow-bound way; 
Myriads of silver stars 

Gleaming softly_bright— 

Little King of Bethlehem, 

I see Thy Star tonight! 


Fragrant wreaths and candle glow, 

In a city street; 

Songs of Christmas carolers 

High and clear and sweet— ‘ 
Echoes of the angel host, 

With wings of shining white— 

Little King of Israel, 

I hear Thy song tonight! 


Words of ancient prophecy 

Are mine to take or leave; 

Visions of a golden age 

This happy Christmas Eve; 

eace on earth, good will to men— 

Oh, dim and holy light! 

Little King of all the world, 

I share Thy dream tonight! 


A friendly word, a friendly deed, 
A Bible verse, a prayer to read, 
Gather these in your employ 
Such will bring the light of joy. 
—V. ADLER 
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outh needs 

laughter and 

song and # 
good nature and kindly 
thought and human un- 
derstanding 


Pacific Northwest Convention, Seattle, Wash., September 2-4, 1932 


HOW TO SECURE AND DISTRIBUTE 
READING COURSE BOOKS 
(By Pearl Stockman, Little Mountain, S. C.) 

Next to people, books are our best friends. We 
have heard this so long that we neglect its importance to 
our reading habits. Friends good or bad, influence our 
lives tremendously. Books good or bad, give character 
to our thinking and are just as influential on our habits. 
Books are the more to be watched because one can 
associate with bad books without disclosing the fact 
to the neighbors. A high official in the English Cabinet, 
without warning, went to complete ruin, taking his own 
life. His rooms were found stocked with risque novels. 
The inner circle of his book friends sapped away his 
moral standards. 

We often forget that many homes do not supply 
ample reading material. The youth read in a haphazard 
way. How much more advantageous were there good 
literature. 

Each year a set of books is chosen by the officials 
of the Luther League of America with two things in 
mind. First, the readers are to be our youth. Second, 
that the books are to be worth while. 

It will not do to make of your mind and heart a 
garbage can into which you will dump anything that 
comes along. Mental garbage goes into the personality 
—into the soul. Make it the first rule of your reading 
that what you read shall be clean and fit to read. Our 
reading course is interesting, wholesome and helpful. 

In some Leagues books are donated by members or 
friends of the League. Their names should appear on 
the title page. Solicit the gifts of a book from some 
Leaguer or friend, or maybe the pastor. Perhaps the 
Men’s Bible Class will make a donation. I know of a 
Sunday School that gave $5 to help purchase Reading 
Course books for one of its Leagues. Some Leagues 
use the commission from the subscriptions of The 
Lutheran to get the books. At Christmas time—gift 
time, give a book. 

If your District is small and you think it advisable, 
your District may buy the books and circulate them, 
but generally speaking, it will take a whole year for an 
individual League to properly circulate the books within 
its own borders. 


Get a reading course pamphlet and you will find 
the books listed with their prices. These books can be 
secured from the United Lutheran Publication House, 
1228 Spruce Street, Philadelphia, Pa.; 860 North Wabash 
Avenue, Chicago, Ill.; 219 Sixth Street, Pittsburgh, Pa.; 
or 1617 Sumter Street, Columbia, S. C. 

Appoint a Reading Course Secretary. This Secre- 
tary should be a promoter, a person thoroughly alive. 

In the local League a regular library system should 
be set up. Two weeks is long enough for anyone to 
keep a book. There may be another week renewal al- 
lowed. There may be a fine for overtime. 

A record should be kept of those completing the 
books, either on a chart or in some other way. Those 
who read the books may write their names on a specified 
page, in the book. Recognition is due those who read 
the books. 

Talk about the books at the League meetings. The 
talks must not be reviews. Ask questions and let them 
read to find the answers. Make posters illustrating each 
book. Put up one poster at a time. Remember stale 
posters are no ad. Debate which two books you like 
best. Write essays on the books. Have reading circles. 

Certificates are given to Intermediates who complete 
the course. There is a banner given to the Intermediate 
League in our State having the largest percentage of 
its members completing the course between the conven- 
tions. Are the Intermediates better readers than the 
Seniors? 

This year there are 25 books divided into five 
groups—five in each group. You are to select one from 
each group as the minimum. 

There is an old adage, “Plan your work and work 
your plan,” and I would say to you—‘Plan your read- 
ing and read at least five of these 25 books.” 


Leaders of the Lutheran Church in Switzerland 
have organized a Martin Luther Society, somewhat 
similar to the Gustavus Adolphus Society in Germany. 
The objects of the Society are first of all to support 
the Lutheran congregations in Switzerland financially, 
and then to extend aid.to suffering and endangered Lu- 
theran churches throughout the world. Professor Koe- 
berle, of Basle, is the chairman—N. L. Council. 
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QUALIFYING FOR CHURCHMANSHIP 


(By Harry Hodges) 


The dictionary definition of a churchman is, “One 
who takes an active part in the church.” 

His first requisite is, of course, consecrated intelli- 
gence, and since we are thinking of a Lutheran church- 
man, his intelligence must be based on a knowledge of: 

1. The fundamentals of Christianity. 

2. The cultus of Lutheranism. 

3. The program of the Lutheran Church. 

The sources of the fundamentals of Christianity to 
the individual are the Bible and the catechism. 

That more and better Bible study is needed is gen- 
erally acknowledged. Too many Bible schools exist to 
stress some doctrinal slant or theory, rather than the 
plan of salvation. The teacher without an intelligent 
knowledge of the textbook will not produce intelligent 
students. 

The Bible is Christianity’s textbook and without a 
thorough knowledge of its content, one is not an in- 
telligent Christian and as a result does not qualify for 
churchmanship. 

A Lutheran training school such as is conducted 
in Philadelphia is a requisite for every community, that 
those who teach the youth may be masters of the Bible. 

Weekday religious schools ought to be organized 
that the youth may have general Bible instruction. The 
Sunday session can be devoted to the lesson for the 
day only. 

No one ought to be admitted to confirmation who 
has not attended a catechetical class at least two years. 
Why is religious instruction considered less important 
than secular instruction? Why do we insist that our 
youth shall have the best in things material and be quite 
satished to give them the mediocre in things eternal? 

In the catechetical class the youth must not only 
be taught the fundamentals of Christianity but the cultus 
of Lutheranism. There are far too many who are Lu- 
therans from inheritance rather than from conviction. 

Do we believe in the Lutheran Church and its mis- 
sion? Then the duty is as great to teach our youth the 
principles of Lutheranism as to teach them the principles 
of Americanism because we believe in America and 
its mission. 

Here the Luther League is a great aid with its 
comprehensive program. Lacking in foresight is the 
church without a Luther League. 

For ten years the writer directed the young people’s 
work of the Lutheran Church and found that in sections 
where the Luther League was not prevalent, there was 
little Lutheran consciousness on the part of the youth. 
They knew that Lutheranism differed from Romanism 
and why, but few knew that it differed from denomina- 
tionalism and why, although the difference is almost as 
great. Many had imbibed beliefs not Lutheran. A 
Sunday School putting a Lutheran lesson leaf into one 
hand of a scholar and a non-Lutheran song book into 
the other, will produce a confused, rather than a Lu- 
theran mind. 

Just one example: A few weeks ago the young 
people’s topic was “Church Music.” A certain Phil- 
adelphia pastor, an authority on music, wrote the topic 
for the Luther League Review. The night that the 


topic was discussed in his young people’s society, the 
leader had obtained his material from an interdenomina- 
tional magazine rather than from the Luther League 
Review, and the pastor in question was obliged to listen 
to a treatment of the subject directly opposite to the 
one which he had written. 

Men do not gather grapes of thorns nor figs of 
thistles, and, if we would reap a Lutheran harvest, we 
must nurture our youth in Lutheran vineyards. 

It is a fact that in those sections of the Church 
where the Luther League has flourished there is the 
strongest Lutheran consciousness, the most intelligent 
laity, and from them, with few exceptions, the leader- 
ship of the Church has been recruited. 

It is not sufficient that our youth know that they 
are Lutherans; but they must know why they are Lu- 
therans. They must know, also, that the Lutheran 
Church has not written into the Bible things that are 
not there, nor taken out things that are there. The 
Lutheran Church is the golden mean between Romanism 
on one hand and extreme Protestantism on the other. 

There are too many preachers, both clerical and 
lay, preaching their own doctrines and labeling them 
“Lutheran.” Our youth must be taught from the sources 
what real Lutheranism is, in order to qualify for intel- 
ligent Lutheran churchmanship. What an opportunity 
for the catechist! 

The youth being grounded in the principles of 
Christianity and convinced of the soundness of the 
Lutheran cultus, in order to qualify for intelligent 
churchmanship must know the Church’s program. 

His first step to gain this knowledge is to read the 
church’s literature. 

No business man can conduct his business intelli- 
gently today, without reading his trade journal. 

The Church’s official organ is its trade journal. This 
should be read by all, plus the board and agency maga- 
zines as required. 

Our first act in the morning is to reach for the 
newspaper in order to ascertain what our land and the 
world is doing. The wide awake churchman is equally 
interested in what his church is doing. 

His second step is to attend the church conventions 
and ascertain the plans by which the Church is striving 
to fulfill its mission. 

His third step is to go back home and persuade 
his local congregation to co-operate with the general 
church to the full extent of its ability. 

No true churchman has a parochial vision. 
look is world wide. 

The marching orders given to the Church were: 
“Go ye into all the world.” 

How then do the youth qualify for churchmanship? 

From a study of the Bible they learn that Jesus 
Christ came into the world to be its Redeemer and laid 
down a definite plan of salvation; from a study of the 
catechism they believe the Lutheran Church to be the 
best interpreter of that plan; from a study of and co- 
operation in the Church’s program they help to fulfill 
the plan. Such are churchmen worthy of the name 
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1933 Convention 


Luther League of America 


greets every member of the Lu- 

ther league of America with 
sincerest good wishes for a truly 
blessed Christmas. 


Die District Luther League 


this month commemorate, dwell 

within us; may He give us cour- 
age to serve Him and His Church ina 
larger way! 


(1): pray that His Spirit may lead 


CD: the Christ, Whose birth we 


us into the coming year, guide 

us in all our undertakings, and 
cause us in our every effort to magnify 
His Holy Name. 


(Die the glory of His birth be re- 


flected in our plans for the Bien- 

nial Convention of the Luther 
League of America; and may the Gos- 
pel, which by His birth was brought 
to humankind, be radiated from all its 
sessions ! 


The Detroit District Luther League 


Herbert E. Schildroth, Publicity Chairman 


Detroit, Michigan 
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1933 READING COURSE 
SENIOR COURSE 
1. Biblical and Devotional 
Difficulties In Discipleship—Henry F. B. Mackay..... say) 
*The Prayer Life and Teachings of Jesus—Albert ©. Wieand, 
Ashe) oe A = SSSI HO PREROE WOC OE CID RIE RAE rea eee 175 
The Deluge Story In Stone—Bryon Nelson ............+- 1.50 
*The Threshhold of the Temple—Chas. L. Venable ........ 1.50 
Prayer Olenelalles byarmictrnetis serine sate Genoa nae 1.00 
2. Personal and Social Living 
*Seeing Ourselves Through Russia—H. Hodgkin .......... 1.25 
Personal Problems of Conduct and Religion—J. G. McKensie 1.25 
My Tomorrow’s Seli—Samuel McPheeters Glasgow ...... 1.50 
*Problems That Confront Young People—J. V. Nordgren.... .75 
Bacingw daite——Wims Havmcemn si ci dcicielesichslsioacre cole a ena 1.00 


3. The Church and Its Work 
Christian Liberty and Church Union—M. G. G. Scherer, D.D. 1.75 
*Indian Americans (Mission Study) —W. Hulbert 


Clove cus0 Om Dap el warshe erie) sieinicte rarsietere oe scree ieier ster ere leks .60 
Administering God’s Gifts—George Rinkcliff .............. 50 
*Enlisting for Christ and His Church—H. A. Johnston..... ahs 


Liberating the Lay Forces of Christianity—John R. Mott.. 2.00 
4. Biography 
Katherine Luther of Wittenberg Parsonage—Clara L. Dentler 1.0 


When the Jews Face Christ—Henry Einspruch ............ 1.25 
Henry Melchior Muhlenberg—Wm. F. Frick ............ 50 
Men of the Great Redemption—Wm. L. Stidger .......... 1.50 
ie CampbellaMorsan——) ohn eilattis aie sric emer arene ce 


5. Fiction and Poetry 


War yas Weary: vicrsche,s vets cvayerstle teats elt is Satie Sein aete aia starecaeteinne 125 
The Magnificent Obsession—L. C. Douglas ............... 2.50 
ihe brian sore Wattenbers—-Wim., Ss, Davis) so5- sae. cee 2500 
Between Two Worlds—Daniel A. Poling ................. 2.00 
Songs of the Church Year (poetry)—Anna Hoppe ....... 1.60 
*Discussion Group Books 
INTERMEDIATE COURSE 
Youthful Champions for Jesus—Sandine .......,.1.......«+. $1.25 
Bob’s Hike Do) the, Holy (City—Dhompson s...0.55.caneenoeee 1.00 
Pilgrim’s Progress—Smith ..... pO ODOR CUO On of ont maces E 1.50 
Three Arrows: The Young Buffalo Hunter—Young .......... 1.00 
JUNIOR COURSE 
The Blues Eighway—O wen ccrccson cle cin nieaicie wiclaterontacieraciee $1.50 
Indian” Nights— Browne tec.cec svete cee eis acc tersiomian aaleetee care 1.50 
stories; ofaivone Ago-—MeAndlewenmeree orice) aise tects ttiererocie -60 
Book ‘of (Golden Deeds——Vionge Waco ewes nails olerie tioaiaracietete 1.00 
LITTLE LEAGUERS’ COURSE 
Everyland Children: Ah Fu and Me Too—Peabody ......... $25 
Ah Fu: A Chinese River Boy—Nevill-Wood ................ .50 
Wesusvands the Children—Simitiem Waters crcrerceeeerveerereienstereines -60 
hes Princess Cat—O wens fiicievebain cuneate misuse «ene suerercmvehenerersvecotee 25 


READING COURSE 

The choice of books for reading is very important. 
The engineer, the chemist, the merchant will select books 
according to his occupation and his problems. Chris- 
tians need a Christian literature. 

Books are companions. Silly books are silly com- 
panions, a silly companion is a questionable companion 
and a questionable companion is a dangerous companion. 

Read good books. Our reading course consists of 
choice books and through their conscientious use the 
seeds of eminent learning and unusual usefulness in the 
Kingdom of God may be sown. 

The Reading Course books should be purchased by 
the local League in quantity, depending on the member- 
ship. The Educational Secretary will promote their 
circulation among the members, using a simple library 
card system. Record should be kept of those complet- 
ing the books, either on a chart or in some other way. 
Recognition is due those who finish the course indicated 
for their particular group. 

The Reading Courses will also be worthwhile addi- 
tions to a Sunday School or community library. 

Questions regarding the promotion of the Reading 
Course in the local League, should be directed to the 
Luther League of America, 806 Muhlenberg Building, 
1228 Spruce Street, Philadelphia, Pa. 


This is a day when the idealism of youth must see 
anew the unseen.—Frederick H. Knubel. 
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LEADERSHIP 

Gifts differ. We are not all equally good at any 
particular task. We cannot all be trained to be equally 
skillful at any type of activity. But we have this in 
common: all are good for something, all can be trained 
to become more competent than we now are. 

Let us all do the task assigned to us as well as we 
know how. Let us learn from others how they suc- 
ceed. Let us examine our own strength and weakness, 
and then make a plan by which we shall grow more 
efficient. Correspond with the Department of Leader- 
ship Training, 14 Beacon Street, Boston, for suggestions. 

Young people themselves may study and discuss 
qualifications for leadership in terms of such suggestions 
as the following. They may also want to check them- 
selves according to the items in “How to Be an Effec- 
tive Officer,” sample free, thirty-five cents a dozen. 

1. Christian character. Am I earnestly trying to 
make my whole life an expression of the spirit of Jesus? 

2. Intelligence. Do I make up my mind on the 
basis of facts and not of prejudice? 

3. Eagerness to grow. Am I as eager to learn 
from others as I am to have them learn from me? 

4. Loyal to the church. The church, and not the 
class or society, is the central institution of religion. 
Am I intelligently, appreciatively, and actively loyal? 

5. Interested in others. Have I shown that I like 
the people who make up our organization? Am I truly 
interested in those who ought to come but do not? 

6. Friendly. We are sometimes too friendly with 
a few, and without intending it we may ignore others 
who feel lonely. 

7. Sympathetic understanding. A leader must be 
able to place himself in the position of the other person; 
he must seek to understand those who disagree with him. 

8. A keen sense of values. Am I able to dis- 
tinguish between the important and less important, the 
serious and the trifling? 

9. Tolerance plus conviction. Am I ready to make 
real sacrifices for my convictions, at the same time be- 
ing wholly Christian in my attitude toward those who 
disagree? 

10. Faith. 
“dumps?” 

11. Reliability. Can I always be depended upon 
to do my very best upon every task for which I have 
accepted responsibility? 

12. Patience plus persistence. Do I keep “eternal- 
ly at it,’ with a convincing persistence, and with a good- 
humored patience? 

13. A sense of humor free from silliness. A sense 
of humor helps us to laugh off trifles that have been un- 
duly magnified. But the person who tries hard to be 
“funny” when it is “not in him” had better try just 
to “be himself.” 

14. A sane attitude toward criticism. Try this: 
be sparing and kind in criticism of others and be open- 
minded and receptive to all criticism from others. 

15. Appreciation. Another rule: always express 
appreciation for what others have tried to do; do not 
look for praise and adulation from others. 

16. Co-operation. The leader shares his work with 
others. He is not a boss. 

17. Self-giving without self-wasting. 
makes sacrifices. 


What do I do when I get into the 


The leader 
But he does not waste himself—by 
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worry, by working too many hours, by doing tasks which 


should be shared with others. 
18. Follow other leadership. When others lead, 


do I follow as whole-heartedly as I desire my friends 


to follow me? 
19. Self-effacement without self-abasement. <A 


leader does not push himself forward; he is not an ego- 
tist. But he should not be a “shrinking violet” in the 
sense of keeping himself entirely “out of the picture.” 

20. Organizing ability. A leader must see what 
needs to be done. He must see ways of accomplishing 
this. He must take the initiative in setting up the 
processes by which the goals will be reached. He must 
see that they actually are reached. 


THE BELLS OF BETHLEHEM 


(By Donald A. Fraser, 
Rotarian of Victoria, B. C., Canada) 


Out of the midnight shadows, 
Across the starry sky, 

Peals faint, far-distant music 

Of bells in clangor high; 

The hills take up the tone-waves ; 
The vales out-lengthen them, 

Be still, my heart, and listen: 
’Tis the bells of Bethlehem! 


Nearer, and ever nearer, 

The sweet, wild chiming floats, 
Until the air is throbbing 

With the music of their notes; 
There’s soothing in their singing; 
There’s calm in hearing them. 

O God, outpour the message 

Of the bells of Bethlehem! 


Roll on, ye waves cf ocean, 

The echoes of their song; 

Ye great broad prairies hearken, 

And send the strains along; 

Ye deep dark pinewoods whisper 

The secrets learned of them; 

Ye snow-crowned monarch mountains, 
Shout forth of Bethlehem! 


O little towns and hamlets, 

The blessing comes to you, 

And noisy, cruel cities, 

Ye share the gladness, too. 

All, all can learn their meaning, 

If ye but list to them; 

For Christ’s heart sings to our heart 
In the bells of Bethlehem. 


“Peace, peace, to troubled mortals; 
Good will to brother men,” 

O Earth, hear, cease thy striving! 
Hear, and grow still again. 

Ring, Bells, till ye one morning, 
Ring Wrong’s last requiem; 

Then shall Earth’s unthralled millions 
Bless the bells of Bethlehem. 


CHRISTMAS TIME IS HERE! 

A Luther League Review subscription would be an 
ideal and an appreciated gift to give to your League 
friends. Use this subscription memo and subscribe to 
the Review, as a gift for your friend. 


THE LUTHER LEAGUE REVIEW 
Published Monthly 


Date 


$1.25 per year; 90 cents per year in clubs of ten or more copies 
Send Check or Money Order with Subscription to 


THE LUTHER LEAGUE OF AMERICA 
806 Muhlenberg Building Philadelphia, Pa. 
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outh needs 

friendship and 

ideals and 
wisdom and _strengih 
and council and an 
opportunity to fulfill 
its dreams 


Thirty-second Convention, Columbia District Luther League, The Dalles, Oregon, 
September 30, October 1, 1932 


UNEMPLOYED PEWS 
(By William T. Ellis) 

One of the serious unemployment problems of our 
day, and of our own community, is that of Unemployed 
Church Pews. 

Here they are, in abundance: comfortable, com- 
petent pews, each a potential asset to our common life, 
but unemployed, because unoccupied. 

Money, brains and devotion went into the making 
of them. They were designed for a great mission. It 
was purposed that they should provide rest and worship 
and spiritual inspiration and brotherly fellowship for 
soul-hungry men and women. 

These pews were intended to be a meeting place for 
man and his Maker. 

While seated in them, men and women would wor- 
ship and fellowship; and hear the Everlasting Word that 
is life. 

So these pews were meant to be vital factors in our 
community life. They should have a high place in the 
economy of society. 

But, alas! Many of the pews are empty, Sunday 
after Sunday. They are not employed, not earning their 
keep. They are a charge upon the churches; and a 
serious reflection upon the symmetrical working of our 
civilization. 

Every empty pew is somebody’s missed opportunity. 

Life would be very different today for many per- 
sons who should have been in these pews, Sunday after 
Sunday, but have been absent. Nobody can reckon the 
spiritual values which the absentees have missed— 
values of comfort, of recreation, of the spirit’s powers, 
of peace, of higher wisdom, of glimpses of the Divine, 
of a sense of solidarity with the friends of God. 

How different the tale of many a life would have 
been had it filled its Sabbath place in the House of God. 

There is intellectual stimulus, also, to be found in 
the unemployed pew. Therein are to be heard thought- 
ful discussions of the most important subjects that ever 
enriched or taxed the mind of man. 

In these pews there is room for whole families. 
Traditionally, church-going America took the entire 
family to church on Sunday. The children grew up 
with reverent impressions of the Lord’s Day and the 
Lord’s House. Unconsciously, a sense of awe and sol- 


emnity, and of reverence for holy things, became part 
of their natures. They absorbed the great hymns of the 
Church—a priceless memory for later years. Their ears 
became attuned to the stately language of Scripture. 
Prayer and stewardship were established in their nature. 

One of the real forces making for the solidarity of 
the family was the good old custom of common church 
attendance. There would be less of a “younger genera- 
tion” problem today if fathers and mothers had followed 
their parents’ usage of taking their sons and daughters 
regularly to church. 

As better times appear on the horizon, let us end 


the unemployment problem of the pews. 
(Copyright, 1932, by The Ellis Service, Swarthmore, Pa.) 


ATTENTION 
Just Off the Press 
“Luther League Missionary Banner” presenting the 
Seven Point Missionary Program in a new way. Each 
part of the Luther League Emblem will represent one 
objective in the Missionary Program of the Luther 
League of America. Price, 5 cents. 


DISCUSSION GROUP 

A discussion group is a group of individuals par- 
ticularly interested in a particular subject, the discus- 
sion of which would go beyond the interests of some of 
the Leaguers. Therefore, instead of carrying on the 
discussion at the League meeting a special meeting of 
those interested is arranged. 

Most of us discuss plenty, but we do it in circles. 
Set aside some meeting where discussion will go deep. 
Face the questions that confront you and let others 
help you to answer them. There is meat enough in 
these books that have been suggested for from five to 
ten evenings’ discussion, meeting together one evening 
each week. 

The discussion group books are marked with an 
asterisk (*). (See Reading Course Books on page 7.) 

The Reading Course and discussion group books 
should be ordered from the United Lutheran Publication 
House, 1228 Spruce Street, Philadelphia, Pa., or at any 
of the branches—860 North Wabash Avenue, Chicago, 
Ill.; 219 Sixth Street, Pittsburgh, Pa.; or Columbia, S. C. 
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Last Minute Reports 


What will Your answer be to These? 


MISSIONS 


Reflecting the Finances 


DUES 


SUSTAINING MEMBERSHIP 


JAPAN OBJECTIVE REPORT 


November 3, 1932 


League Quota Senior Inter. Junior 
Ailabainiar caters steve lePelave ve 3 $ 9.35 
Northern California ...... 91.30 
Southern California ...... 134.75 
Gana dar weromrersuenetenete ctetersvs sn 
Columbia) District +... .-.- 78.65 
\Ghssraleqstyoy  oegconoamacce 268.95 $38.00 
Ploridamenie: sterreraiiie rc 60.50 60.00 
(GEOrgialme ns, cc sents halen 201.85 49.15 $1.40 $5.50 
T——Tin ois Gesaraemienve sraietes 695.75 688.00 12.00 
Tnididtial Mises cers. erties 295.90 7.00 2.00 
VICES Pea meri ao cwEy On eo Oe 156.20 100.00 1.06 
Za ICANSAS) Boxers alsiiovetereieavalsers 95.70 79.25 9.50 9.52 
Mary landi@erecanrcic tia sccreh 836.55 348.81 16.07 26.01 
Michigan 322.85 125.25 5.00 5a25 
Minnesota ... 187.55 180.76 
Mississippi 31.90 
Montana S/S) 
Nebraska 437.80 50.00 3.00 
German Nebraska ........ 176.00 
INe@w: VerS6y-4 ive crevaieyare envy ere 350.35 134.91 22.34 
INews Work: «situates. seuss x 1,442.65 466.83 12.00 
North iCarolina, Fran... 738.65 81.11 15.26 
INiova “SCOtia) Giscis cisions meso 38.5 
OHIO! ieiies 5 aval ete wots cores 864.60 5.00 
Pacific Northwest ........ 40.70 13.04 
Pennsylvatiia  ayen eas «eee 5,280.00 1,479.25 93.52 150.62 
PUELLOWRICO wens clothes eves 30.00 
Rocky Mountain ......... 96.25 
SOuUthe@aLolinal perience se. 1,199.55 Dro dwii) 38.13 
BPR ENA aye sis rcictcreteierteqens?e aacels 141.35 5.00 
Vir OunNial pistons Sereuetive omehaletevens 699.60 5.00 
Wiest) Vitreiniay. «<jqecie< or 104.50 10.86 
WAKO cil Gap oo oon onic p 209.55 8.06 2.00 575) 
Junior Rally at Reading 
Convention fect mie savers 40.50 
Cash Contributions ....... 1.00 
ANOS ats Nos Geis acinrcee $4,176.03 $205.94 $292.49 
DUES REPORT 
November 3, 1932 
Senior Dues Inter. Dues 
League Billed Paid Billed Paid 
S Alabatias Weiss ccs ean 4.25 $4.25 $1.20 $1.20 
*Northern California 41.50 41.50 2.00 2.00 
Southern California 61.25 7.00 
Gana dat erameniectoctelaicieretrersi 
Columbia’ District 7.2... Boa) 1.60 
Connecticut 4 sichews sews 122.25 100.00 11.50 
sgl Mole Gk a SRO tle Se 27.50 27.50 1.00 1.00 
GESeHe) conodSonoodsoaeds 91.75 SOReS 11.00 oE20 
MALin Gis Mapa yvenyasteverraietees cer 237.50 237.50 40.00 13.90 
al Bole FE Vol: lain sitters opie co Ce 134.50 134.50 17.00 17.00 
SEL OWA! A chereneieserive o's ordtere siavale 71.00 71.00 20.00 20.00 
FAM SESH role ne pel bias useforaessts 75.00 55.00 8.00 
IMT REE! Scomeg Sado odO oO 380.25 295.25 40.00 7.90 
WIEOUPER cosnsounogeD nee 146.75 94.00 17.00 5.50 
IMbinmesOta wie sce ac Mretyare te 85.25 72.50 13.00 
St. John’s, Montana ..... 6.25 
IVI SSISSID Piles ere taiouelevele eierers 14.50 4.75 1.00 
Nebraska tery severe tere aieeen 199.00 140.00 22.00 4.20 
German Nebraska ........ 80.00 
INewi ersey, “cleo. opereclerete 159.25 159.25 35.00 7.40 
New York eee eect ee enee 655.75 472.75 122.50 62.90 
*North Carolina 4/0 ..5..: B5575) SAS) 45.00 45.00 
Nova Scotia (1931—$17.50) 
KAD Yar lay “apr WA OR ROT 393.00 393,00 40.00 40.00 
Pacitie Northwest \..+.-.: 18.50 18.50 2.80 1.50 
Petinsylvaniawetyce clei so 2,520.25 2,313.04 198.40 181.90 
Rocky Mtn. (1931—$39.75) 43.75 
SOuthmGanolitia ayicve ececs 545.25 500.00 25.00 25.00 
bd hr, Serer ee 64.25 64.25 4.80 6.30 
Virginia (1931—$275) 318.00 100.00 17.50 1.70 
*Weest) Virginia... cay. 5s 47.50 47.50 3.00 3.00 
AWAISCONSIN stair eies crete 95.25 95.25 27.50 27.50 
Total \iessnerereitste clea ase $7,013.75 $5,812.79 $734.80 $478.15 


SUSTAINING MEMBERSHIP REPORT 
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January 1 to October 31, 1932 


Memberships : 
uota Sustain. Contrib. Alumni 
ee * (Gift) 
Alla batita toa oseiaterate olevateity= $ 10.00 $5.00 $1.00 
Northern California ...... 20.00 
Southern California ...... 50.00 10.00 $5.00 
Gatiadaes aaristertetee easter asta 3.00 
*Columbia District 30.00 25.00 15.00 5.00 
Connecticut Fes 50.00 15.00 2.00 
iMloetey Sooconoo8 ;: 25.00 1.00 
Georgia. histes sere eretsictnecceds 40.00 5.00 13.00 
INAS Boconoaconomed0cs 275.00 113.00 16.00 
Indiana; Gernietetscyeretetrsissstohnoe 100.00 30.00 6.00 
Lowa (¢$:42) for 1931) 2.2... 70.00 15.42 3.00 
IANISASE cr rerepalehetetererensacheyenele te 30.00 5.00 1.00 
Miaty land! Get creneretsesvereusherotere 350.00 128.00 97.00 15.00 
Minar Gaonobdosoengnos 50.00 5.00 2.00 
Minnesota ($10.00 for 1931) 70.00 50.00 8.00 5.00 
IMMISSISSIP Ply vcrorersleteteteretere tone : 10.00 
*German Nebraska ....... 10.00 10.00 
Nebraska” cs.cilsssiseleiete terete 125.00 20.00 34.00 
INew JierSe@y: cisir-reictele ; 90.00 55.00 19.00 15.00 
INiewn York Dansterectre mistetouce 900.00 255.00 103.50 158.00 
INorthsiGarolinam crs cmielele 300.00 85.00 14.00 20.00 
QOhIGM wictcineee cisvsis aeereieeione 200.00 45.00 17.00 15.00 
Pacific Northwest ........ 15.00 5.00 
Pennsylvania ($10 for 1931) 1,600.00 350.00 220.00 180.00 
Rocky Mountain Synod .. 10.00 
South (Carolina jepiaceie cee 250.00 55.00 15.00: 30.00 
*Téexas ~.cdsnnen secre nies. 45.00 35.00 17.00 5.00 
eVirciniaweee veces 159.90 180.00 43.00 
Wests Virginia) a iermencr 25.00 10.00 8.00 
Wisconsin ies weruerselein er 109.00 10.00 14.00 
$5,000.00 $1,516.42 $672.50 $458.00 
“Met Quota 
$1,516.42 
672.50 
458.00 


$2,626.50 Received for 1932 Quotas 


CHRISTMAS CHEER 

(By Ruth M. Olson) 
The streets were brightly lighted 
And the windows of each store 
Were packed with gifts, and dazzled 
With the worth of wealth they bore; 


Each house along the side-streets ’round 


Was lit with colored rays - 
That blazed from tree or holly wreath, 
Announcing Christmas days. 


The man paused on his mission 

(How he wished one was im sight!) 
And gazed in solemn wonder 

At the gifts and colored light; 

And as he stood reflecting there, 

A ragged, tattered boy, 

With nose pressed to the glass-pane, 
Turned and wished him Christmas joy. 


The man’s reflections ended, 

And he turned with sharp intent 
To wonder who was standing there 
On Christmas-cheering bent ; 

And when he saw, he realized, 
Though widely spread their themes, 
The tattered lad and he were both 
Alike with Christmas means. 


The one had more than needed, 

Yet no one with whom to share, 
The other, though devoid of means, 
Was cheerful with his fare; 
Accordingly, the man embraced 
The kindly beggar-boy, 

And cried aloud and unashamed: 
“My lad, let’s find that joy!” 


DREAMS 


So strange it seems, 

So very strange, 

I often! Oh, so often dream, 

And visions rise 

So real before my sleeping eyes— 

What glorious lands! 

What beauty reigns on-eyery hand; 

The sounds in air 

Add music to this golden fair. 
as— 

I must 

Again awake to earthly fuss. 


V. ADLER 
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Ohe TCeagues’ Derry Christinas Party 


Each Leaguer should bring a Christmas present, 
costing not over ten cents. The more novel the gift, 
the more humorous it will be. The gift should be se- 
curely wrapped. Some folks use lots and lots of old 
paper to make the gift larger than it really is. In one 
of the rooms where the party is being held, there should 
be an attractively trimmed Christmas Tree with lights. 
Each gift should be numbered and hung or placed at 
the tree. Chairs should surround the tree to be ready to 
receive the Leaguers when that part of the party comes. 


Jolly Old Saint Nicholas 


Surely no Christmas party is complete without a 
leader dressed as Santa Claus. He should give glad wel- 
comes. It will help create a Christmas atmosphere. 


Hanging the Christmas Stocking 


Gather everyone in a ring. Name first “Santa,” 
mee “Claris,” vac “Sermay” ennel on ome alll “Sevaiers” 
form one straight line; all “Clauses” another straight 
line, the lines facing each other. Have same number in 
each line. In the center, place a chair with two long 
stockings filled with old paper. Have a loop of ribbon 
at the top of each stocking to hang over corner of 
chair, which is supposed to be the fireplace. When ‘3” 
is counted, the first of each line rushes to “fireplace,” 
gets their stocking, carries it back to next in line, who 
rushes up and hangs it again and goes back to position, 
tags number three, who rushes up to “fireplace,” gets 
the stocking and runs back, hands it to number four, 
who then runs up and hangs it at “fireplace,” runs back 
and tags number five, etc. The line that gets finished 
first, of course, wins. If the crowd is large, use four 
lines, four stockings and two “fireplaces” (chairs). 


Scrambled Greetings 


Jig saw puzzles are quite popular these days. Get 
old Christmas Cards and cut each into a simple puzzle, 
say of sixteen pieces and place each puzzle in an en- 
velope. Give a puzzle to each one present and see which 
Leaguer can do his or hers first. The first ones done 
should help the others who are not as successful. 


Tommy’s Christmas Stocking 


Have the following verse written on slips (see note 
at end) so that each person has one. Instead of using 
the answers, which appear in parentheses, let the space 
blank, so that the name canbe written in. All of the 
answers are words “built” from the word “stocking.” 


Although Tommy’s stocking is really quite wee, 

Made up of eight letters as plainly you see, 

Yet in it Sue says that she found a small bed (cot) | 
The tooth of a wheel (cog) and a government’s head (king) 
A nautical mile (knot) and something to spend (coin) 
A metal quite often most easy to bend (tin) 

Violation of duty, entire and complete (sin) 

An article man has to wear on the feet (sock) | 

The spirit to blame for most sorrow and woe (gin) 

An outfit with soldier or sailor to go (kit) 

The beat of a watch (tick) a poem set to tune (song) 
What nightingales do by the light of the moon (sing) 
A drain without which we would not be content (sink) 
And something by which we do things represent (sign) 
A notch such as a boy with a penknife may make (nick) 
Then, strangely enough, our heaviest weight (ton) 
Next, a person indifferent to joy or to grief, : 
Who admits no affliction, hence needs no relief (Stoic) 
An instrument with which we may handle a fire 

To make it burn lower or blaze up much higher (tongs) 
A natural covering endowed with a sense (skin) 

And lastly a weapon, a bee’s great defense (sting) 

As the stocking for Christmas hangs up by_ the flue 
Spy out, if you're able, the same things as Sue. 


The Rush of Shopping Bundles 

Anyone doing Christmas shopping should be able 
to win honors here. Wrap sixteen bundles of various 
sizes, and divide into two piles. Place a table at one 
end of the room and line up two equal rows of people 
at the other end. Place eight bundles in a pile on each 
side of table. At “go” the first one of each row rushes 
up, lifts their eight bundles, carries them to a stated 
place, turns and goes back to table, sets packages down 
and rushes back to line, tags number two, who then goes 
through same procedure. Packages dropped must be 
picked up by person dropping them. 


Christmas Toy Shop 


Arrange chairs in a circle, just enough for every 
person present—the leader stands. Ahead of time write 
on small cards, to fit in hand, such toys as fire engine, 
doll, rattle, steamboat, curly dog, train, gun, scooter, 
etc. The leader tells each person quietly what they are 
to be. Each person should have a different name. When 
all is done, the leader picks out two cards and says “For 
Christmas I want a train and a doll.” Whereupon train 
and doll must exchange places and the leader tries to 
get in either seat first, when the odd person must be 
leader and get the small cards as reference for names of 
the toys in the circle. The game ends with each person, 
one by one, imitating the toy he was representing. 


Now It Is Refreshment Time 
Plan them in Christmas colors, using Christmas 
napkins. Try to make them as attractive as possible. 


Claiming of Presents 


Nhen refreshments are over, go into room where 
Christmas Tree has been set and as guests enter room 
hand each a slip with a number on it, duplicating the 
numbers on the packages on the tree. When all are 
seated, let the person having slip numbered one go to 
tree and hunt the package with number one on it, take 
it from the tree and open it in front of everyone. When 
everyone has had their laugh, let number two go up and 
so on down through the guests. (One of the most 
unique and laughable occasions was when the writer 
witnessed a very pretty box, opened by a young lady, 
containing a pack of Mail Pouch Chewing Tobacco.) 
There should be several extra gifts provided so no one 
might be overlooked in case some person came without 
a gift for someone else. Be sure that everyone under- 
stands that it should cost ten cents or less. 


The Last Five Minutes 

The dearest time of the evening should be the fel- 
lowship of what we term “‘the last five minutes.” Have 
Christmas Carol Sheets (see note below) and sing quietly 
while still seated about the Christmas Tree, the old time 
Christmas Carols. Let some person, when all is over, 
quietly pray a short Christmas Prayer, giving thanks 
for the joys of the evening and for Him Who was born 
of Mary in Bethlehem. Go away from the Christmas 
Party feeling happy and saying, “Well, it was good to 
have been there this night.” 


(Note—Printed Cards with the verse, with space for writing 
in names, as noted under “Tommy’s Christmas Stocking,” can be 
purchased for 50 cents per 100 and Christmas Carol Sheets for 
“The Last Five Minutes” can be purchased for $1.00 per 100, from 
The Luther Press, 429-437 Herr Street, Harrisburg, Pa. Remittance 
must accompany order. Prices are postpaid.) 
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LUTHER LEAGUE REVIEW 


LUTHER LEAGUE TOPICS 


January to December, 1933 


Authorized by the Literature Committee of the Luther League of America 


JANUARY—Right and Wrong 


1—How Know Right and Wrong? 
Psalm 119:1-16 : 
8—Conscience: What Is It and How Trained? 
Acts 24:14-16; Titus 1:15,16; Hebrews 
9:11-14 
15—Character: How Developed? 
Ephesians 2:1-10; IL Corinthians 3:18 
22—Check-up On Luther League Work to Date 
and Preparation for Rest of Winter and 
Spring 
29—Missionary—Japan Objective 


FEBRUARY—The Bible 


5—How Did We Get Our Bible? 
Hebrews 1:1, 2; 2:1-4 
12—How to Use the Bible 
Acts 8:26-35; Psalm 1 
19—How Do We Know the Bible Is the Word 
of God? II Timothy 3:14-17 
26—Missionary—Japan Objective 


MARCH—Prayer 


5—What Is Prayer? 
John 17 
12—Learning to Pray 
Luke 11:1-13 
19—Answered Prayers 
Matthew 15 :21-28 
26—Missionary—Japan Objective 


APRIL—Christ Our Saviour 


2—What Is Christ to Me? 
Galatians 2:16-20 
9—How Christ Saves 
II Corinthians 5:14-21 ; 
16—Easter—The Living Saviour. I Corinthians 
15 :20-22, 55-58; Ephesians 1:15-23 
23—Missionary—Japan Objective 
30—Spring Luther League Day—Clean up on 
Japan Objective 


REV. C. P. HARRY, D.D., Chairman 


SENIOR TOPICS 


MAY—Life Service 


7—-Life Service Day (Here Am I, Send Me) 
Isaiah 6:1-8 

14—Mother’s Day 
John 19:25-27 F 

21—Finding One’s Place In Life 
John 15:12-17 

28—The Christian In Business and the Profes- 
sions. Romans 12:1-17 


JUNE—The Church 


4—What Is the Church? 
Acts 2:1-18, 37-47 
11—Why the Lutheran Church? 
Romans 5 
18—You Need the Church; the Church Needs 
You. Ephesians 4:1-7, 11-16 
25—Missionary—The Women’s Missionary So- 
ciety and the Missions of the Church 


JULY—Christian Citizenship 


2—Independence Day Program 
Psalm 33:10-22 
9—The Christian In the Community 
Romans 13:1-10 
16—The Christian and Our Laws 
IT Peter /2:13-17 
23—Christianity and Communism 
Acts 4:32-35; II Thessalonians 2:1-12 
30—Missionary—How Missionaries Are Called 


AUGUST—Recreation 

6—Applying Christian Principles to Amuse- 
ments. Philippians 4:8; I Corinthians 
Obey Saag 3 

13—Worthwhile Hobbies 
I Kings 4:29-34 

20—Joys and Dangers Away from Home 
Genesis 28:10-22 

or ees ret ah He a Missionary In India 

oes 


SEPTEMBER—Dangerous Trends Today 


3—Carelessness and Obligations 
Romans 13:1-7 
10—Pleasure Madness 
II Timothy 3:1-15 
17—Ignoring the Bible 
Il Timothy 4:1-5 
24—Luther League Day—Fall Rally and Plans 
for the Winter 


OCTOBER—Winning Others 


1—Preparation for Winning Others 
Matthew 10:7-42 nee 
8—The Master’s Method of Winning Others 
Matthew 4:18, 20; John 1:25-51 
15—Twice Born Men 
John 3:1-15 : 
22—-Missionary—Men of the Church and Mis- 
sion Work 
29—Lutherans Around the World 


NOVEMBER—Leadership 
5—Training Leaders 

Mark 3:13-19 
12—Leaders In Action 

Acts 13:1-14, 44-52 
19—Supporting Our Leaders 

Mark 6:7-13; I Corinthians 3:1-9 
26—Missionary—Missions Among American 

Indians 


DECEMBER—Good Will 

3—Making Friends 

John 15:13-15 
10—How to Help Others 

I John 3:14-18 
17—Better Ways of Sharing Christmas Spirit 

John 3:16; Galatians 6:9, 10 
24—Christmas Program 

Luke 2:1-20 
31—Missions—Missions Among the Negroes 


INTERMEDIATE TOPICS 


JANUARY—Right and Wrong 
1—How Know Right and Wrong? 
Psalm 119:1-16 
8—Conscience: What Is It and How Trained? 
Acts 24:14-16; Titus 1:15,16; Hebrews 
9:11-14 
15—Character: How Develop It? 
Ephesians 2:1-10; II Corinthians 3:18 
22—-Checkup—Our League: Past, Present and 
Future 
29—Missionary—Japan Objective 


FEBRUARY—The Bible 
5—How Did We Get Our Bible? 
Hebrews 1:1, 2; 2:1-4 
12—How to Use the Bible 
Acts 8:26-35; Psalm 1 
19—How Do We Know the Bible Is the Word 
of God? II Timothy 3:14-17 


26—Missionary—Japan Objective 


MARCH—Prayer 


5—What Is Prayer? 
John 17 
12—Learning to Pray 
Luke 11:1-13 
19—Answered Prayers 
Matthew 15 :21-28 
26—Missionary—Japan Objective 


APRIL—Christ Our Saviour 


2—What Christ Is to Me 
Galatians 2:16-20 

9—How Christ Saves 
If Corinthians 5:14-21 

16—Easter—The Living Saviour. I Corinthians 
15 :20-22, 55-58; Ephesians 1:15-23 

23—Missionary—Japan Objective 

30—Spring Luther League Day—Clean up on 
Japan Objective 


MAY—Life Service 
7—Life Service Day (Here Am I, Send Me) 
Isaiah 6:1-8 
14—Mother’s Day 
John 19:25-27 
21—Finding One’s Place In Life 
John 15 :12-17 
28—Christianity at Work In Business and 
Professions. Romans 12:1-17 


JUNE—tThe Church 
4—What Is the Church? 
Acts 2:1-18, 37-47 
11—What Are the Denominations? 
Romans 5 
18—Loyalty to My Church 
Ephesians 4:1-7, 11-16 
25—Missionary—Women’s Missionary Society 
—Methods and Work 


JULY—Christian Citizenship 

2—Independence Day Program 

Psalm 33:10-22 
9—The Christian In the Community 

Romans 13:1-10 
16—The Christian and Our Laws 

I Peter 2:13-17 
23—Christianity and World Citizenship 

Acts 4:32-35; II Thessalonians 2:1-12 
30—Missionary—How Missionaries Are Called 


AUGUST—Recreation 


6—Applying Christian Principles to Amuse- 
ments. Philippians 4:8; I Corinthians 
Onl2ee orl2n 13 

13—Worthwhile Hobbies 
I Kings 4:29-34 

20—Joys and Dangers Away from Home 
Genesis 28:10-22 

20 Minto nery Wy hat a Missionary In India 
oes 


SEPTEMBER—Dangerous Trends Today 

3—Carelessness of Obligations s 
Romans 13:1-7 

10—Pleasure Madness 
II Timothy 3:1-15 

17—-Ignoring the Bible 
II Timothy 4:1-5 

24—Luther League Day—Fall Rally and Plans 
for the Winter 


OCTOBER—Winning Others 
1—The Master’s Method of Winning Others 
Matthew 4:18-20; John 1:25-51 
8—Preparation for Winning Others 
Matthew 10:7-42 
15—Living Results of Evangelism 
John 3:1-15 
22—Missionary—Men of the Church and Mis- 
sions 
29—World Lutheranism 


NOVEMBER—Leadership 
5—Training Leaders 
e pers are 
—Leaders In Action (Leader 

Acts 13:1-14, 44-52 : pease!) 
19—Supporting Our Leaders 

Mark 6:7-13; I Corinthians 3:1-9 
26—Missionary—Missions Among American 

Indians 


DECEMBER—Good Will 
3—Making Friends 
John 15:13-15 
10—How to Help Others 
1" 4 Jobe eg 
—Better ays of Showing the Christmas 
Spirit. John 3:16; Galatians 6:9, 10 
24—Christmas Program 
Luke 2:1-20 
31—Missions—Missions Among the Negroes 
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LUTHER LEAGUE TOPICS 


January to December, 1933 


Authorized by the Literature Committee of the Luther League of America 


JANUARY—Right and Wrong 
1—A Junior Learns Right and Wrong 


Psalm 1 
8—A Junior’s Monitor. Acts 24:14-16; Titus 
1:15,16; Hebrews 9:11-14 


15—A Junior Builds a Christian Life 
Ephesians 2:1-10; II Corinthians 3:18 

22—-New Plans for Our Junior League 

29—Missionary (Light Brigade) 


FEBRUARY—The Bible 


5—What Is Our Bible? 
II Timothy 3:14-17 

i2—How Did We Get Our Bible? 
Hebrews 1:1,2; 2:1-4 

19—A Junior Uses His Bible 
Acts 8:26-35; Psalm 1 

26—Missionary (Light Brigade) 


MARCH—Prayer 


5—“‘Lord, Teach Us to Pray” 
Matthew 6:9-13 

12—A Junior Learns to Pray 
Luke 11:1-13 

19—Jesus Answers Prayer 
Matthew 15:21-28 

26—Missionary (Light Brigade) 


APRIL—Christ, Our Saviour 


2—Walking and Talking With Jesus 
Luke 24:13-32 
9—‘‘'God So Loved the World” 
John 3:16 
16—Easter—The Living Saviour. I Corinthians 
15 :20-22, 55-58; Ephesians 1:15-23 
23—Missionary (Light Brigade) 
30—Spring Plans for the Junior League 


LITTLE LEAGUERS PROGRAM 


JANUARY-—Sharing With Chinese Children 


1—Stories from ‘Ah Fu and Me Too” 
8—Stories from ‘“‘Ah Fu and Me Too” 
15—Stories from “Ah Fu and Me Too” 
22—Stories from ‘Ah Fu and Me Too” 
29—Stories from “Ah Fu and Me Too” 


FEBRUARY=—Sharing With Chinese Children 


5—Stories from “Ah Fu: A Chinese River 

12--Stories from “Ah Fu: A Chinese River 

19-Stories from “Ah Fu: A Chinese River 

16—Stories from “Ah Fu: A Chinese River 
Vi 


MARCH—Jesus Shares His Love 
With the Children of Long Ago 


5—A Little Boy In the Church (Samuel) 
42—The Little Sick Girl 

19—Blessing the Children 

26—Sharing a Lunch 


APRIL—Jesus Shares With Us the Joy 
of the First Easter 


2—Happy Springtime 

9—The Children’s Praise 

16—Easter 

23—Joys Jesus Gives 

30—Sharing the Joys of Easter and Spring 
with Those Around Us 


REV. C. P. HARRY, D.D., Chairman 


JUNIOR TOPICS 


THEME: GOD’S WORKERS 


MAY—Life Service 


7—Tunior Life Service Stories (Life Service 
Day) Isaiah 6:1-8 

14—Mother’s Day Program 
John 19:25-27 

21—A Junior Plans What He Wants to Be 
John 15 :12-17 

28—Missionary (Light Brigade) 


JUNE—The Church 


4—The Story of Our Church—1. History 
Acts 2:1-18, 37-47 

11—The Story of Our Church—2. Work 
Romans 5 

18—A Junior Works for the Church 
I Corinthians 12 :12-18, 26-29; Acts 20 :28-32 

25—Missionary (Light Brigade) 


JULY—Christian Citizenship 


2—Independence Day Program 
Psalm 33:10-22 

9—Good Junior Citizens 
Romans 13:1-10 

16—A Junior Obeys the Law 
I Peter 2:13-17 

23—A Nation Serving the Lord 
Psalm 33:12 

30—Missionary (Light Brigade) 


AUGUST—Recreation 


6—A Junior and His Play. bilippians 4:8; 
I Corinthians 6:12; 8:12, 13 

13—A Junior and His "Hobbies 
‘I Kings 4:29-34 

20—A Junior and His Vacation 
Genesis 28 :10-22 

27—Missionary (Light Brigade) 


THEME: LEARNING TO SHARE 


MAY—Sharing With Mother 


7—Mothers and Their Children 
14—Mother’s Day 

21—A Baby In a Basket 
28—Helping Mother 


JUNE—Children As Sharers 


4—When Jesus Was a Little Boy 
11—Boys and Girls Can Be Sharers Today 
18—Sharing Through Obedience 
25—Sharing Through Courtesy 


JULY—Sharing God’s Out-of-Doors 


2—All Things Bright and Beautiful 
9—Happy Summer Days 
16—Helping In God’s World 
23—Thanks for Summer Joys 
30—Sharing Summer Joys 


AUGUST—Jesus Shares His Love with 
the Children of Today 
6—Jesus Loves Me 
13—Children on the Islands 
20—Indian Children 
27—Other Children Around Us 


SEPTEMBER—Luther League Month 


3—Missionary (Light Brigade) 
10—Our Luther League: What It Is 
17—Little Leaguers’ Day 

24—Fall Rally For the Juniors 


OCTOBER—Winning Others 


1—The Boy In the Temple 
Luke 2:49 
8—Fishers of Men 
Matthew 4:18-20; John 1:25-31 
15—How We Become God’s Children (Bap- 
tism) Matthew 3:1-11 
22—Missionary (Light Brigade) 
29—Lutherans Around the World 


NOVEMBER—Leadership 


5—A Junior Trains for Work In the Church 
Mark 3:13-19 

12—Stories of Some of Our Church’s Leaders 
Acts 13:1-14, 44-52 

19—A Junior Supports Our Leaders 
Mark 6:7-13; I Corinthians 3:1-9 

26—Missionary (Light Brigade) 


DECEMBER—Good Will 


3—A Junior and His Friends 
John 15:13-15 
10—A Junior Helps Others 
IT John 3:14-18 
17—Getting Ready for Christmas 
Galatians 6:9, 10 
24—Christmas Program 
Luke 2 :1-20 
31—Missionary (Light Brigade) 


FOR 1933 


SEPTEMBER—We Share Christ With 
the Whole World 
3—The Black Children 
10—The Island Children 
17—The Yellow Children 
24—The Brown Children 


OCTOBER—Sharing In Prayer 
1—The Prayer Jesus Taught Us 
8—Sharing by Praying 
15—‘“I Think When I Read that Sweet Story” 
22—“But Still to His Footstool’’ 
29—Praying for Others 


NOVEMBER—Jesus Shared His World 
With Us—Thanksgiving 
5—God Gives Us the World 
12—Thanking the Heavenly Father 
19—Thanksgiving Joys 
26—Sharing Thanksgiving 


DECEMBER—God Shares His Son With Us 
3—The Little Lord Jesus 

10—The Coming of the Wise Men 
17—Sharing Christmas 

24—Christmas Program 


31—Happy Christmas 
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LUTHER LEAGUE REVIEW 


INTERMEDIATE DEPARTMENT 


THE TIME IS HERE 


The time is here for each Intermediate League to 
order the 1933 Intermediate Quarterly Helps. The edi- 
tors for the first two quarters are Rev. Alford R. Naus, 
ae of Temple Lutheran Church, Delaware Gardens, 

N. J., and Sister Pearle Lyerly, deaconess in Advent Lu- 
thefan Church, New York City. Both persons are well 
qualified to prepare this material. Rev. Naus having 
specialized in the study and teaching of subjects dealing 
with the teen age youth, while Sister Pearle having 
seryed as Intermediate Secretary for New York State 
for the past ten years or more, as well as superintend- 
ing an Intermediate League in her church for the same 
length of time. Your Intermediate Secretary will edit 
the last two quarters. 


Subscription blanks for 1933 have been mailed to all 
the Leagues receiving free copies of the 1932 Inter- 
mediate Quarterly Helps. But to date, only a few of 
these blanks have been returned.. So few, in fact, that 
we are a bit perturbed. Out of a total of 393 Leagues 
receiving the 1932 edition, numbering over 8,000 copies 
each quarter, to date only 28 Leagues have ordered 196 
copies for 1933. This can’t be! And unless a majority 
of the Leagues order at least 5,000 copies it will mean 
that the Luther League of America will have to stand 
a loss. 

Let me also call your attention to another fact. The 
purpose of the Quarterly Helps is to place a copy. in 
the hands of each member of the League. Yet a few 
orders have been received for only one copy for 1933 
where 20 copies were sent free in 1932. If these Helps 
are to be of any value to you in the study of the topics, 
it certainly cannot be realized through one copy for 
fifteen or more members. 

If you have misplaced the subscription blank, or 
have never received one, please write to Headquarters 
and a copy will be sent immediately. 


The time is here to send in the names of your mem- 
bers having read four or more of the 1932 Reading 
Course books. You know we have a beautiful certificate 
to issue to such loyal Leaguers. Just give us the names 
of the Leaguers and the names of the books they have 
read and we will do the rest. 


South Carolina just crashed in for a total of 61 
certificates. Either they have more time in South Caro- 
lina to read—or more brains: We will not list the names 
of those 61 Leaguer readers but will give the names of 
the Leagues, etc. They are: 


Grace, Prosperity, Mrs. E. E. Dufford, Superintend- 
ent—26 certificates; Mt. Tabor, New Brookland, Mrs. 
L. S. Trotti, Superintendent—12 certificates; Church of 
the Redeemer, Newberry, Mrs. J. W. Earhardt, Jr., 


Columbia, 
Miss Juanita Wood, Superintendent—11 certificates. 
The time is here to clean up on the Japan Mission- 


Superintendent—-12 certificates; Ebenezer, 


ary Fund. That shouldn’t be so hard, either—if all the 
Leagues do as well as the first 48 Leagues have done. 
These 48 Leagues have paid in $205.94, or an average of 
$4.30 per. That’s not so bad, in fact very, very good. 
Let’s get going on this. Once you have raised the 
money (somehow), send it to your State Treasurer 
(properly labeled as an Intermediate contribution), and 
it won’t be long until we will have it here in the bank 
in Philadelphia. 
We have a reputation to maintain. 
ment, we gave: 
$500.00 to the India Objective 
~ 549.00 to the South American Objective 
920.32 to the Puerto Rico Objective 


As a Depart- 


The unannounced contributions to the Japan Ob- 
jective are: 

Previously Recervedian aie ctelenetetesletelelelenehaetcrelaieisicre erenere Sul yal} 
St. Luke’s, Sumitnerville, SiGe erative sre uiavete outa eae atarere 10.21 
WhenezeruC columbia; Gu | Gtmcete cay eens neat: 3.00 
tematy, Greenville; Si (Ci ose sss alel ele Mies ete eerie 5.00 
St! Paul’ss Columbia, “Si Co octets aiosceeaeaee 4.25 
Holy “Erinity, Little Mountain, 5S. (Gaye oueeeine 2.00 
Ste Matthew's, (Charleston) (SiiGs ac mers ee etree 4.50 
Grace, Prosperity, S.C. «iittala eee ee EBV i 
St. dbuke’s, Plorence) |S.) (C. tivececsie som eee a ceiaer 1.00 
St. Andrew's, ‘Charleston, S$. (Ci oe oc sere suters srekieele 2.00 
Richland Distriety S.C. si ostactoemiats ce saenieeroenn tees 1.80 
Mit. Tabor, New Brookland Sy (Geer cemenemainae 1.00 
Redeemer, Newberry.) SiC. Go.. mete oe ee noe 1.00 
Messiah, Baltimoren Wadi. “jo. cee ce cmeten ne ere 5.00 
*Georgia’ Weagiel ch intwawwatienrenens semtenion etree 1.40 
“Kansas Wlsea ewes: ia.) dane mepeiteiee area oe eon 9.50 
“Michigan Doéag ties fy. ivaonsvegens atmos ote cie enh tharos 5.00 
“North iGarolina. Teeagues) a. cae same oecine are eine 13.03 
“Pennsylvania. beasuesiid.. cece oe mone eee 16.75 

$205.94 


*State Treasurers in remitting failed to designate 
the contributing Leagues. 

The time is here to pay up your 1932 dues—for 
another year is just around the corner. As of Septem- 
ber 28, 1932, dues received amounted to $438.87. This is 
better than two-thirds the total amount, which was 
billed at $734.80. This being the first year for Inter- 
mediate dues I am mightily pleased with the results and 
give hearty thanks to the paid-up Leagues. 
breath, however, 


In the same 
I call upon all the unpaid-up Leagues 
to send their dues to their respective State Treasurers 
at once. If we make the grade the first year it will 
make payment for the second year that much easier. 
Let’s make it 100 per cent. 

The time is here to check up on your activities on 
the Sixteen Point Program. Such questions as these are 
timely and to the point, namely: Have all your members 
been regular church and Sunday School attendants? 
Has your League been interested in personal service? 
Have you contributed to the Sustaining Membership 
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Fund? Have you held the required number of business 
and social meetings? Have you—well, have you been 
working on all the points of the Sixteen Point Program? 

The time is here to send out the annual report 
blanks concerning the year’s work. Are you prepared 
to receive yours, and will you release it back to the 
proper person upon answering the questions thereon? 

The time is here to get your members busy at writ- 
ing an essay on one of the 1932 Reading Course books. 
Remember a suitable award will be made for each of 
the twelve best essays. 
ing for. 


And that award is worth work- 


The time is here to think about purchasing the 1933 
Reading Course books. There are four books, instead 
of six, in the Course. Certificates to be issued to any 
and all members having read all four of the books. You 
will be delighted with these books. Study their titles 
and see if they don’t sound interesting. 


Young Champions for Jesus—Rev. Sandine, $1.00 

_Bob’s Hike to the Holy City—Thompson, $1.00 
*Pilgrim’s Progress—Smith, $1.50 

_Three Arrows: The Young Buffalo Hunter—Young, $1.00 
*A modern revision of the original. 


The time is here to announce the latest contributors 
to the Sustaining Membership Fund. Here they are: 


Amount Previously, Aunounced ....... ce. cce+s se $265.50 
Redeemer, Utica, N. Y 
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Grace, Pittsburgh, Pa. 
IREGDLeHs Om Garo elles naps memes w caer haeao cd nian 5.00 
Redeemer, Atlanta, Ga. 


$320.50 
The time is here to announce the recent additions 


to our Intermediate Family. Here they are: 
St. Paul’s, Warren, Ohio 
Trinity English, Hillsdale, Mich. 
Apinitysy UUOneVIE Wee V VASE | citerteine: give Acris so: ble eserie 2 
Zionw iNew. Middletown, (Olio) oe eueses ce cm erasing cn a 


Getsemant., Doradonu i <. Bi. raaiiiemisasie teasers» « otsleieeieiwieee 20 
iB Buen, Pastor, Monte: Ploresy Pa Re) ste ne .0 snare sree 2-0 20 
aT IEAO., Oa) ks aay, sbrcusthne ee wareayoisveacieierel Mellel enevsccuane rerte nt 22 
Sar Pablo, Puerta: del iierta, Pe Re sec. sts et cis clei 6 
Calvary.» Baltimore, VMTGS Mirtn deca: sce ewlete a sine eve arecs 8 
Stoo nukes) = Dunellen a New| prcriarrcateersccralets ose csce ie acre 2 
Shoopiss, «Colonial Panky Ba steystenetacte ciel (oor Vetoes’ esse 12 
Santismna Urinidad, Bayamon, Po Re GV fiedecieiicse + ae 20) 
INGinleh. AMvisTshaly LGlakeereaon MNS oo sono donenocon ee qonouSe 50 
IANA ADA WON oon ooebocdondoodoo bee a0cdKe 23 


We welcome all of these new Leagues, especially: 
those from Puerto Rico. The work of the Junior Leagues 
in Puerto Rico is beginning to show fruit in our de- 
partment. 

The time is here to bring this letter to an end. And 
that I do with the final word to the effect that I’m feel- 
ing a lot better since writing to you in the November 
Review. 


ah faeitetrovelia) a) auiaRoiincs feucueite Uefemerenansveler ae 5.00 
Mipeibabor, New Brooklands!S: (Cy sesccsscssmes oo 5.00 i 
Coens al aC olumbiay Ss Ci hagias see tin tacos 5.00 etiectionately, 
Poser NNGENS obhaltea ton etpuel Dow CL GAO Gig ee SSIS ete Hee 5.00 
GracesiThomasvilles INGIGS tte ein mena cicenene - 5.00 = 
Hnedishs Webster Ciby,,el OWA roa stalniransrenersionverttiervere © 5.00 
Steliohn’s: eotatesville., UN. UG, aioe scrsustems cucleteas palaces 5.00 
Sipeiviank’cotCharlotte; INc (Gr ihc cics ot ciate ance erematens 5.00 

Honoring Mrs. J. F. Lawing 
Joke aga daly Jal Yak 


Dear Leaguers: 

Omicie sino € sorts 
thoughts turn toward 
Christmas and the story 
of the Christ Child. 

What shall the sea- 
son mean to the chil- 
dren? A time of merri- 
ment and gift receiving? 
Or will they come with 
a reverent spirit to wor- 
ship? Will they share 
the joy of Christmas? 
Will they learn a deeper 
spiritual meaning of the 
season? 

It is yours to decide, 
Junior Superintendent! 
Teach the Juniors the 
true meaning of Christmas. There is a wealth of pic- 
ture, story and carol material. Make use of it. Lead 
the Juniors to worship the new-born King. And let us 
all reconsecrate ourselves to the service of Him who 
came as a little Child on the first Christmas. 
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to God: 
In ~ Hones Soe 


December Plans 
The December plans for the Juniors include: 
Study of December Topics—Christmas Carol Study. 
White Gifts Christmas Celebration. 


THE JUNIOR DEPARTMENT 


Take care of the Juniors and the Senior League will take care of Itself 


Christmas Christmas 
Panel Posters. 


Are your Juniors planning for these? 


White Gifts Christmas 

Last year so many of the Junior Leagues held 
White Gifts Christmas Programs when gifts and a 
special program were given in some home or orphanage, 
that the same plan is suggested this year. 

Your Juniors do not know the joy of Christmas 
until they have planned in sharing with others. Find 
out the needs of your nearest institution and then have 
the Juniors help. In some places the Junior Leagues of 
a District are uniting in all sending the gifts to one place. 

Let the Juniors help in the arrangements. Have 
all the gifts wrapped in white. A “White Gift” is one’s 
best. Have a program in the League to prepare for 
this celebration: 

“Sharing the Message” from Junior Topics Booklet, 

page 3 

Story: “Legend of the White Gifts” from “Christ- 

mas Legends and Stories” 

Planning of Gifts 

Arranging of Program for Home or Institution 


Handwork—Manger Scene, 


Christmas Worship Material 
If you wish additional Christmas Worship Material, 
use some of these from the Junior Topics Booklet: “Our 
Christmas Gifts to Jesus,” “The Best Gifts for Jesus,” 
“What Christmas Should Mean to Us.” 
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Christmas Pageants 
For a public program, you may use either “The 
Christmas Story’ or “Emblems of Christmas” in the 
Junior Topics Booklet. 


Christmas In Many Lands 
“How Christmas Is Celebrated In Other Lands,” 
page 7 in the Junior Topics Booklet, may be made the 
basis of a splendid public Christmas meeting. The 
customs of many lands at Christmas time, with the plea 
that the message is for “all people,” will make a most 
interesting meeting. 


Good Neighbor Club 
Those Junior Leagues who are members of our 
Good Neighbor Club should plan now to send Christ- 
mas gifts to the Junior Leagues they have adopted. Let 
the Juniors also send Christmas cards. 


Puerto Rico 

To date we have received $37.78 of the second $150 
toward the furnishing of our Kindergarten in Puerto 
Rico. Let us speedily finish this fund. Until it is com- 
pleted the Kindergarten cannot be opened. A small sum 
from each Junior League will help finish this work. 
Shall we complete it before the end of the year? 

Of course, you are wondering what the conditions 
are since the hurricane which swept Puerto Rico. Ex- 
tracts from two letters received when this page is being 
written (October 10) tell the story: 


Miss Villarini. the kindergarten superintendent, writes: “I am 
writing tonight by candlelight and my heart is heavy with the many 
things through which we have been. 

I cannot fully describe the cyclone through which we have been. 
Fine, well-built buildings as well as poor, small houses were damaged. 
There is only desolation and misery all around. There are towns 
where only four or five houses are left. The number of dead and 
wounded is considerable and more than ten thousand houses were 
entirely destroyed and thirty thousand injured. 

Our mission field has had serious losses. One of the kinder- 
garten school buildings (Zion, Bayamon) is flat on the ground 
Children have no clothing to wear to go to school and we fear 
an epidemic. 

I am _ enclosing some pictures that give a little idea of the 
disaster. J] have been helping with relief work in the Red Cross. 
I am organizing a survey among the kindergarten teachers to find 
out the present needs of the church members, their condition and 
what they need most. So much suffering distresses one, especially 
when we can do so little.’’ 

Miss Rosario Ojeda, our Junior League Secretary for Puerto 
Rico, writes: “‘I cannot express in words what the hurricane means 
to our work. Nearly all the buildings in our mission field are 
damaged in some way, some of them totally destroyed. In all of 
them we held Junior League, and what we are to do now I do 
not know. Our Kindergarten Building here at Zion, Bayamon, is 
entirely gone. I hope to have Junior League in the church when 
it is not raining, as part of the roof of the church is gone. All our 
plans for Junior League everywhere must be changed now and we 
shall have to work with what we have. 

I am sending several pictures: which gives you an idea of what 
happened. Only the place where the Kindergarten used to be re- 
mains, as well as where the chapel, “Divino Mensaje,’ stood. The 
Kindergarten room not only served as the kindergarten but as the 
ee , League room and the Primary Department of the Sunday 

chool. 


This tells the story. Any help of any sort will be 
deeply appreciated. Summer clothing of all kinds can 
be used. Money to help rebuild and for immediate 
relief. The Junior Leaguers can help in this work. 

January 6 is Three Kings’ Day in Puerto Rico, when 
the children receive gifts as we do on Christmas. This 
year there will be little or nothing. Cannot some of 
the Junior Leagues send toys and small gifts to help 
make their holiday merrier? Send them to Miss Carmen 
M. Villarini, Drawer 423, Puerta de Tierra, Puerto Rico, 
marking them with the name of your Junior League. 


Japan 
Are you helping the Japan objective? 
Junior Leagues have contributed $290.49. 


To date the 
Plan for a 


LUTHER LEAGUE REVIEW 


Japan program in February. The time is growing short 
and we trust all the Junior Leagues will be represented 
in this fund. 
October—Junior Month 

Next month we will report those new Leagues or- 
ganized during October. The District and State Secre- 
taries were all hard at work and we know that the 
Seniors have a vision of the importance of working with 
the children. 

Nation Wide Junior Rally 

November 5 was Nation Wide Junior Rally Day. 
Advance information tells of many being planned (this 
is written October 10); among them Lancaster District, 
Pittsburgh, Northeast and Brooklyn, Western New 


York wlexas: 
A Look Ahead 

Beginning with January a new topic scheme will be 
inaugurated. Watch for this. All three departments, 
Senior, Intermediate and Junior, will use the same gen- 
eral theme. Appropriate subjects for each age group 
have been selected and the material in each department 
can be adapted and used to supplement the topics. 

During January the Juniors will study China. There 
is a wealth of interesting material. Plan ahead for a 
second lesson period and use this material. 


The Eighth Junior Institute will be held at Head- 
quarters February 10 and 11. Make your plans now to 
attend if at all possible. 

From now on Detroit will largely occupy our at- 
tention. Start a bank in your Junior League now and 
send a Junior or two to Detroit if possible. We trust 
a large number of superintendents will also plan to go. 


In Closing 
May the Leaguers. everywhere be richly blessed at 
this season and may the joy of the Christmas season 
fil) their hearts. 
Your Junior Secretary, 


JUNIOR DOINGS 


Redeemer, Macon, Ga., Juniors did not wait until Christmas time 
to prepare! They had a “Christmas Tree in August’’ celebration. 
Their superintendent writes on August 16, “At our meeting last 
Saturday we had a lovely Christmas tree on the lawn. Thitrty little 
ones were present, and we have a box of gifts all ready to send 
where they will do the most good, as soon as we hear from the 
Good Neighbor Club. It was a beautiful sight, with the tree set 
amid the flowers and shrubs, lighted, and the children were loathe 
to leave it. They will always remember their Christmas tree in 
August, and we hope the gifts will bring as much joy as we had 
in giving them.” 

York (Pa.) District Juniors are conducting splendid meetings 
at the Children’s Home. The Juniors of Christ, Shrewsbury, held 
a service with 89 present, and the Red Lion Juniors had charge of 
the program another Sunday, with 90 present. Trinity, York, Jun- 
iors had a most successful Vacation School this summer with the 
Junior League topics used each morning, and an average attendance 
of fifty-six. ; 

; Bethel, Detroit, Mich., Juniors gave a splendid public program 
in June, in which after opening worship, ‘“‘The Parable of the Good 
Samaritan” was dramatized. A pageant, “Luther’s Coat-of-Arms,”’ 
with the Juniors in Grecian costumes in the League colors, using a 
large League emblem made for them by the Intermediate League 
boys, | followed. The congregation was then presented with an 
American flag by the local unit of the Legion, and a large Christian 
flag, the gift of the Junior League. 

- From Christ, Trenton, N. J., Junior League comes this item: 
Anna C. Albert, the assistant superintendent of the Junior League 
passed away suddenly on September 7, at the age of sixteen. She 
was an active worker, not only in the Junior League, but in the 
Bible School and church, and leaves many to mourn her loss. Two 
small brothers are members of the Junior League.” 

Kansas Juniors were active at their State convention this sum- 
mer. There were two special Junior Hours each day. There was a 
Bible Hour, with Old Testament stories and discussion. A Hand- 
work Class was popular, with Japanese lanterns, parasols and novel- 
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ties made. There was a poster contest, with Glasco Juniors win- St. 
ners. The Juniors of Valley Falls made the place cards for the 
convention banquet. Two of the Junior Leagues helped with the 
Japan Objective. 

Christ, Birmingham, Alabama, Junior League held its first public 
meeting in September. “O Zion, Haste,’’ was sung, after which 
the superintendent spoke on the activities and purpose of the Junior 
League, and told of the work done since the organization of this 
group. A worship period, with Scripture readings by five Juniors, 
a prayer by a Junior, and a hymn followed. “Something to Read,” 
a playlet showing the topic study was next given by three uaores 
A recitation, “In Christ There Is No East or West’? was 


Luke’s, Springfield, Ohio, penions gave the program for 
Luther League Day in the Senior League. Four girls dressed in 
white, wearing the Luther League colors, formed a choir. A Junior 
boy was leader. Instead of a topic, six Juniors gave “The Aims 
of the Junior League,” and six others, “The Meaning of the Luther 
League Emblem.” Talks by the pastor and Miss Mazie Swearingen 
were followed by violin solos and duets by the Juniors, discussion 
by the Seniors, and closing worship. A tea followed at which the 
Juniors furnished the music and helped serve. The Juniors them- 
selves made the posters and a large Luther League emblem of 
crepe paper for the exercises. 


ollowed Fr : ; sett 
“ : 33 ; NY rom Branch Number Five, Pittsburgh (Pa.) District comes 
Pe A ead as ee Ss a ene ee ve this interesting report: The superintendents meet together each 
Japan objective. A chorus, “All the Children of the World?) was month. Some points discussed at one of their recent meetings were 


the fixing of September 25 as the opening date for all the Leagues, 
plans to co-operate in the State Junioz Institute, a study of the 
Junior Program Packet, leadership arranged for a League whose 
leader was ill, plans made for the rally for November 5. Are the 
superintendents in your neighborhood meeting together? 


Ohio held its Fourth State Junior Institute according to the 
program given last month, in Akron, Ohio, September 17 and 18. 
There was a fine Junior rally with a program demonstrating the 
educational objectives of the Junior Department. A session for 
leaders with presentations of the year’s plans, the Reading Course, 
and the Good Neighbor Club; a fellowship supper and luncheon, a 
Sunday afternoon program with a model meeting, and a conference 
on State plans for the leaders filled up two busy days. 


Toledo, Ohio, Juniors rallied on September 19 in First Church, 
with a worship program by the First Juniors and a talk by the 
Junior Secretary on the Juniors of Puerto Rico and the plans for 
the year. A social hour for the Juniors and a conference for the 
leaders followed. 


sung, followed by the Junior Rally Hymn and the benediction by 
the pastor. 

At the Maryland Synodical Convention, Dr. Ethel Brindle had 
charge of the Sunday evening devotional service, which was given 
by the Juniors of the Western District. The Waynesboro Juniors 
are an active group, 24 of them attending the convention. They also 
attended the Junior sessions of the young people’s convention in 
their town, have a Junior library, starting with the Reading Course, 
and each Junior adding a book, and their Good Cheer Committee 
brings flowers to each meeting, which are afterward sent to the 
sick and shut-ins. The Rohrersville, Md., Juniors hold devotional 
meetings throughout the year, ninety per cent of the membership 
attending during the summer this past year. 

First, Galveston, Texas, is again first in the Reading Course. 
They were not only the first to purchase the new Course, but two 
of their Juniors were the first to complete the reading of all the 
books. Inez, Texas, Juniors have taken out a Sustaining Member- 
ship and plan a rally. 
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PRATTLETATTLE—Let Us Read the News 
Who Can Measure the Youth Power of the United Lutheran Church? 


PACIFIC NORTHWEST 
Pacific Northwest District Luther League Convention 


The Pacific Northwest District Luther League met in conven- 
tion September 2, 3 and 4, at St. Paul’s English Lutheran church, 
Seattle, Wash., for their thirteenth annual convention. : \ 

The convention opened Friday evening with the registration of 
delegates and Vesper Service. The Address of Welcome was given 
by Mr. Howard Helmich, President of St. Paul’s League, and the 
Response was given by Mr. Phil K. Erickson, then President of 
the District League. Rev. E. M. Hegge, of Central Lutheran, 
Tacoma, delivered the address on the convention theme which was 
“Quench Not the Spirit.” After convention announcements, every- 
one was entertained with a reception in the social rooms. 

Saturday morning at 8:30 the convention assembled and was led 
in a song service by Mr. Howard Helmich, and in devotionals by 
Mrs. Raymond Canedy. The morning message was brought by Rev. 
©. A. Bremer, our convention chaplain, on ‘The Book of First 
From 9 o’clock to 11:15 was spent in the first 
At that time, Rev. H. W. Monesmith on S ce. 

i n “The Holy Communion.’”’ Luncheon was served by the 
Tuadies’ “Aid in the fchyirch parlors. After luncheon, Miss Alice 
Bremer led the devotionals, with our chaplain bringing the mes- 
sage from “The Fifth Chapter of First Thessalonians. 

At the second business session, new officers were elected, ce 
follows: President, Mrs. Raymond Canedy; Vice-President, powee 
Hemlich; Corresponding Secretary, Signe Wingsness ; Recording 
Secretary, Alice Campbell; Treasurer, James Damm; Historian, 
ne ane on prayer and Bible study followed, led by BS 
Frank S. Beistel, and was followed by a conference on baptism an 
confirmation, led by Rev. Monesmith. 


Thessalonians.” 
businiess session. 


The convention picture was taken, and then the whole con- 
vention drove to the. Seattle Yacht Club, where we boarded the 
vacht Olmaha, and took a trip through Lake Washington, Lake 
Union, the Lake Washington Canal, through the Government Canal 
Locks, which by the way are the second largest in the world, and 
into Puget Sound and back. 

We arrived at the church just in time for the wonderful banquet, 
again served by the ladies. The social rooms were beautifully 
decorated with the League colors. Our toastmaster was Rev. Harry 
IR. Allen, pastor of St. Paul’s. Greetings were brought _us from 
the Columbia District Luther League by Ralph Luedke, President. 
The efficiency banner was presented to Central Luther League of 
Seattle. Dr. Bieber gave the evening address on ‘‘Despise Not 
Prophesyings.”” 

Sunday morning there was a special class for the delegates at 
Sunday School, taught by Rev. Allen. During the church _ service, 
Dr. Hillerman brought us the message, “Hold Fast that_Which Is 
Good.” At this service the new officers were installed. Dinner was 
served again at the church. A picnic at James Grove in the even- 
ing brought the whole convention to a successful close, and it has 
been voted the best convention we have ever held. 


GLADYS N. CANEDY, President 


MARYLAND 
The Eleventh Annual Convention of the Luther League of the 
Evangelical Lutheran Synod of Maryland assembled at Trinity Lu- 
theran Church, Hagerstown, on Saturday, September 3, 1932. 
Much to the disappointment of the Leaguers, an unexpected 
storm rendered a change of plans necessary and the outdoor picnic 
planned by the Hagerstown Leaguers for Saturday evening was 
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Eleventh Annual Convention, Luther League of Maryland Synod, Hagerstown, September 3-5, 1932 


transformed into an indoor social. Although a little disappointed 
at this sudden and necessary change of plans, everybody had a 
good time and none of the food went to waste. — 3 

This year the convention had as its theme “The Calls of Jesus 
and the main addresses were sub-divisions of this theme, The 
Chaplain based his talks on the ‘‘Four Who Answered. All 
of the speakers should be commended upon their splendid interpre- 
tation of their subjects. : 

On Sunday morning, Sunday School was held at the Convention 
Church for the delegates and visitors, which was followed by the 
regular church service, at which time, Dr. J. S. Simon, pastor of 
the Convention Church, preached the theme, ‘Come Unto Me.” It 
might be well at this time to say that Dr. Simon assisted at the 
organization of the Luther League of the Evangelical Lutheran 
Synod of Maryland. : ; 

The afternoon session on Sunday was opened with Quiet Mo- 
ments by the Convention Chaplain, Rey. Ralph Tabor, who gave 
his first talk on the ‘‘Four Who Answered—Peter, the Average Man.”’ 
The rest of the afternoon was devoted to the following conferences: 
Educational Department, Rev. Paul M. Kinports, Executive Secre- 
tary of the Luther League of America; Junior Department. Dr. 
Ethel Brindle, Junior Secretary of the Luther League of the Evan- 
gelical Lutheran Synod of Maryland; Life Service Department, Rev. 
Amos J. Traver; Intermediate Department, Miss Ruth Mathaney, 
Intermediate Secretary of the Luther League of the Evangelical Lu- 
theran Synod of Maryland; Presentation of the Missionary Objective, 
Miss Mary Heltibridle, Kumamoto, Japan. 

Rev. Ralph C. Robinson, of the Lutheran Church of Our 
Saviour, Lansdowne, presented a very interesting and inspirational 
program for the fellowship Luther League devotional following the 
supper hour. It was a candlelight service and he was assisted by 
members of the executive committee. 

Dr. Nathan R. Melhorn, Editor of The Lutheran, spoke at the 
evening service on the theme ‘Learn of Me.”’ 

The session on Monday evening was opened by Rev. Tabor. who 
spoke on the ‘Four Who Answered—John the Thoughtful Man.” 
This was followed by a big morning of business. 

The report of the nominating committee was accepted and the 
following officers were elected: President, Fred N. Heise, Baltimore; 
Vice-President, Fred Entler, Hagerstown; Recording Secretary, Mary 
Rhodes, Hagerstown; Corresponding Secretary, Katherine E. Grove, 
Baltimore; Treasurer, G. Bertram Gelston, Washington; Member 
of Executive Committee, Blanche Rice, Walkersville. 

Greetings from the Maryland Synod were brought by Rev. 
Rehmeyer, from the Luther League of America by Rev. Kinports, 
from the Luther League of Virginia by Miss Thelma Graham and 
from the American Luther League of Baltimore and Washington by 
Mr. John Lassahan, Dr. Harms, President of the Maryland Synod, 
also gave us his greeting. 

Rey. Kinports closed the business session of the morning with 
an address on the theme “Follow Me.” 

Then came the rush for the convention picture. Of course, 
front seats were in demand and then after looking our best, we 
all received the call to lunch most heartily, With everybody in good 
spirits, lunch was certainly peppy with singing and entertainment 
provided by our hosts. 

After lunch we all assembled to the auditorium again for the 
afternoon business session which was opened with Quiet Moments by 
the Chaplain, speaking on the “Four Who Answered—Nicodemus the 
Wistful Man.” All outstanding business was speedily covered and 
at this time we learned that our registrations totaled 263. 

After installation of new officers, Dr. Harms gave a very ap- 
propriate and interesting address on the theme “Go and Tell.” 

Last, but not least, came the banquet, the closing session of the 
convention. With the banquet hall of the Masonic Temple crowded 
to capacity with happy, smiling faces, one can realize that the 
Luther League of the Maryland Synod is growing bigger and better 
every day. After delicious food, we were very enjoyably enter- 
tained with musical numbers consisting of accordion solos and 
selections by an xylophone quartet and the Singing Pastors. After 
singing by the various Districts, the new President introduced his 
corps of officers. Rev. Tabor closed his series of talks on the 
“Four Who Answered—Paul the Positive Man,” and then we were 
ready for the talk of the evening by Dr. N. J. Gould Wickey, who 
had as his subject “‘Abide In Me.” Needless to say, everyone re- 
ceived a message from this wonderful address. 

And then with the pronouncing of the Benediction the Eleventh 
Annual Convention of the Luther League of the Evangelica] Lu- 
theran, Synod of Maryland passed into the annals of history and 
the Leaguers went to their various homes feeling that it is indeed 
fine these days to be a Luther Leaguer. 


ELSIE NOONAN, Recording Secretary 


NEW JERSEY 
Thirty-seventh Annual Convention 
’ The aeroplane never arrived but New Jersey Leaguers, gathered 
in their 37th annual convention in the Church of Our Saviour, 


Jersey City, had a thoroughly satisfactory gathering over Labor Da 
The failure of the planes, which droned overhead frequently dacine 


the days, to “bring back our bonnie’ was the only real disappomt- 
ment of the program. Of course the excessive heat did wilt collars 
and finery a bit, but it perc touched the program. That remained 
high level throughout the entire time. 

a But those plies! Rumor had it that the League’s fourth term 
President, Alvin H. Schaediger, whom the Luther League of America 
was using among the “hosts’’ in the west, would return in time to 
breeze into the closing banquet, coming by air. The delegates never 
gave up hope until the final word_ following the installation of the 
new ofticers after the gala meal. Even then as they exchanged fare- 
wells their eyes were on the door. Nevertheless they all “returned 
without the sight” for “Al” never got home until the following day. 
Delighted by the tales of moonlight and roses brought back from: the 
sunny South last year, his fellow Leaguers were expectant that ° Al 

would have equally acceptable stories this year throbbing with the 
vigor and breeziness of the wide open spaces of the West. Alas! 
To offset this disappointment, there was the pleasure of welcoming 
“Ted” Grottke’s bride and of extending rousing congratulations. 


However much worthwhile ‘“‘Leagueing in Service’? was ac- 
complished from Saturday afternoon, September 3, until Monday 
night. Inspirationally it was a good convention! John Rugge, as 


President of the Hudson District, set the high standard by his de- 
votional talk at the Communion Service. Dr. Frank Wolford, dean 
of the Hartwick (Brooklyn) Seminary faculty, told eloquently and 
persuasively of “What Binds’ on Sunday morning. Mrs. W. G. 
Boomhower held an attractively convincing picture of “Life Service” 
before the delegates and-her message was augmented by the pageant 
presented immediately afterwards. under the State Life Service 
Secretary, Miss Erna Hardt. The final inspiration came from_Rev. 
Chester Simonton, of Harrisburg, Pa., National Life Service Secre- 
tary, who spoke arrestingly of “Life’s Great Adventure’ at the 
banquet. A commendable display of Junior accomplishments in 
various Leagues had been gathered by the Junior Secretary, Miss 
Meta Frederickson. There were in turn a “Trip to the Holy Land 
With the Juniors,”’ a review of Junior progress by Miss Mehlhouse, 
a Japanese play by the Senior League of the convention church, 
discussion groups on materials and methods for the three divisions 
of our work, a Junior luncheon, an Intermediate luncheon, a Japanese 
garden fete and an Intermediate hour. The books of the new Read- 
ing Course were explained by Miss Elizabeth Bence. The State 
banner was won for the second year by the League of the Church 
of Our Saviour, with an 87% score. Temple Church, Camden and 
St. John’s, Passaic received honorable mention. Almost a hundred 
delegates and visitors registered. Seven new Leagues were admitted 
to membership. The State roll now numbers 55 Leagues. 

With sorrowful regret the State League found its officers and 
some of its Departmental Secretaries unable to continue service. 
Those who retired from the activities of office were President Alvin 
Schaediger, Vice-President Louis Krecha, Recording Secretary Jo- 
hanna Luttmann, Corresponding Secretary Anne Nabinger, Treasurer 
Rudolph Zurick, Intermediate Secretary Pastor A. R. Naus, Junior 
Secretary Meta Frederickson. 

With hopeful confidence the Leaguers chose the following leaders 
for another year: President, John Rugge, Jersey City; WVice-Presi- 
dent, Gene Kelchner, Camden; Recording Secretary, Millicent 


Schmachtenberg, Asbury Park; Corresponding Secretary, Helen 
Pivovarnik, Trenton; Treasurer, John Pucik, Newark; Clerical 
Advisor (2 year term), Pastor Alford R. Naus, Camden; (1 year 
term), Pastor W. F. Behrens, Jr., Cranford; Secretaries: Educa- 


tional, Elizabeth Bence, Camden; Missionary, Mildréd Hough, Jersey 
City; Life Service, Erna Hardt, Clifton; Intermediate, Leona Becker, 
Newark; Junior, Helen Wenzel, Runnemede; Publicity, Pastor C. 
K. Fegley, Weehawken. 

The resolutions adopted were all vital to intensifying, extending 
and standardizing the activities of the State, District and Local 
programs. The new executive committee organized for ageressive 
administration at a meeting in St. John’s Slovak Church, Trenton, 


on September 24. 
NEW YORK 


The fall meeting of the Westchester County Luther League 
was held on Thursday evening, September 15, at Holy Trinity 
Lutheran Church, New Rochelle. Charles P. Maus, of Mt. Vernon, 
District President, was in charge of the meeting. 

_ Miss J. Dorothy Borgstede, of White Plains, head of the 
Missionary Department of the Luther League of New York State, 
was the speaker. She gave an interesting account of the Dedication 
Cruise to Puerto Rico of the Luther League of America, and urged 
the constinued support of the District in missionary objectives. 

large delegation of Intermediate Leaguers was present at the 
convention and held a special session with Miss Ernestine Rumpf, 
of New Rochelle, in charge. Plans are now being considered for 
the possible formation of a District Intermediate League in 
Westchester County. 

A delegation of young people, headed by Charles P. 
tended the week-end institute at Lake Ronkonkoma, Long Island 
ney was beld-on) Sentember 17 and 18. : 

artin Luther Rally will be held on November 10 
Church of the Papasan pos mabe Executive Conia te 
arranging a suitable program for the occasion 1 
speaker will deliver the Reformation message. And te Proms 
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Twelfth Annual Convention, Luther League of North Carolina, Hickory, August 23-25, 1932 


NORTH CAROLINA 
Twelfth Annual Convention 


The Twelfth Annual Convention of the Luther League of 
North Carolina was held August 23, 24, and 25 in Holy Trinity 
Church, Hickory, Rev. V. C. Ridenhour, pastor. One hundred 
Leaguers registered and a large number of visitors were present. 

_ The theme of the convention was ‘‘With Jesus Through Life,’ 
which was divided into four parts: ‘“‘Youth at Work’ (Life Serv- 
ice), “Youth at Study” (Opportunities), ‘Youth at Play” (Recrea- 
tional), ‘““Youth at Worship’? (Devotional). 

At 1:00 o’clock Tuesday the Executive Committee luncheon was 
held, followed by the Executive Committee meeting. The first ses- 
sion of the convention was at 8:00 o’clock Tuesday evening. Vespers 
were conducted by Rev. V. C. Ridenhour. The official welcome was 
given by Mr. Hugh Moretz and response by Mr. Leo Smith. 
Special music was rendered by Holy Trinity choir and Miss C. 
Cere Grothe. The address of the evening was by Rev. C. S. 
Stmonton, Life Service Secretary of the Luther League of America, 
on ‘the first division of the theme, “Youth at Work.” His scripture 
thought was on the life of Moses and the theme developed was: 
“What is that in thine hand?” He said that experiences similar 
to those of Moses came to each person. ‘‘The most important thing 
in our hands now is life, the most precious thing in the world,” 
Rey. Simonton said, ‘‘We must think of life as something to be 
used, because life is a mission, a campaign) for the highest we know. 
Hold up your hands and say: ‘This is my heaven-sent task’.’’ What 
we have in our hands, he sa‘d, is a solemn trust. Each one. he 
declared, should ask to be faithful to that trust. At the conclusion of 
this session an informal reception was held at Lenoir-Rhyne College, 
with Miss Virginia Sigmon in charge. Get acquainted stunts were 
introduced and a one act play, ‘‘The Trysting Place,’’ was presented 
under the direction of Miss Pear] Setzer. Another feature of the 
program was a recitation by Miss Evelyn Harris. Refreshments 
were served by Holy Trinity League. 

Wednesday morning the convention formally opened at 9:15. 
Rev. L. C. Bumgarner led the song service and Mr. Russell Huff- 
man conducted the Quiet Moments. Various officers and committees 
gave favorable reports. The Extension Committee reported 18 new 
Leagues. Fraternal greetings were brought by the following: Luther 
League of America, Rev. C. S. Simonton; Luther League of South 
Carolina, Miss Miriam Greever; Luther League of Virginia, Mr. 
Clifford Bowman; Women’s Missionary Society, Mrs. J. A. Moretz; 
Synod of North Carolina, Rev. J. L. Morgan. Greetings by tele- 
gram were received from the young people of the Baptist Church. 

he new officers were elected as follows: President, Mr. Joe 
Moretz: Vice-President, Mr. Luther Stirewalt; Recording Secre- 
tary, Miss Irene Sox; Treasurer, Mr. Homer Lyerly; Archivist, Mr. 
Walter Cook, Jr.; Member of Executive Committee, Mr. Luther 
Mauney. The following Secretaries were appointed: Missionary, 
Miss Lillian Clemmer: Educational, Miss Katherine Stirewalt; Life 
Service, Mr. Olin Sink; Student, Mr. Paul Moose. 

A budget of $3,675 was adopted for the coming year, which was 
divided as follows: Senior budget, $3,125 and Intermediate, $550. 

At 2:15 P. M., discussion groups were held by Rev. C. S. 
Simonton and Mrs. J. L. Thornburg. 

The third session was held at 3:00 P. M., with Rev. E. J. 
Sox, D.D., of Hickory, as speaker. In _ his heart-stirring manner, 
Dr. Sox addressed the convention on the second division of_the 
theme, ‘Youth at Study.’’ He said young people do think. They 
think seriously on great problems, study the great problems of today, 
those dealing with their very being. : : 

On speaking of the theme of the convention, with “Jesus 
Through Life,” Dr. Sox said to do that, there must be a willingness 
ion the part of each individual. You must want to be with Him, and 
want Him to be with you. Christ must be the most desirable object 
in your life. He said study Christ Himself. Study what His will 
is for you. God wants you to serve. Open ear and heart to His 
call, but greatest of all study to find your place and what He 
wants you to do. 

The fourth session was held at 8:00 P. M. Rev. S. L. Sox 
had charge of vespers and Rev. H. A. Schroder, of Durham. gave the 
address on the third division of the theme, “Youth at Play.” He 
stressed the necessity of the play life and its development of charac- 
ter and a well rounded life. Rev. Mr. Schroder pointed _out the ideal 
life of Jesus and the examples of play activities in His life. His 
is the model life for us today and we should strive to follow Him. 

Thursday morning further reports of committees were heard. 
The Statistical Secretary’s report showed one League in the State, 


Prosperity, having 112 members. 
as follows: Women’s Missionary Society. Miss Louise Sox; Synod of 
North Carolina, Mr. Luther Sirewalt; Luther League of South 
Carolina, Miss Lena Brown. Delegates to National Convention in 
Detroit, Michigan: Joe Moretz, Lillian Clemmer, Mildred Propst, 
Luther Mauney, Luther Shirey, Blanche Yoder, Mildred Brown, 
Prema Sublett, Rev. L. C. Bumgarner and Irene Sox. 

At 2:00 P. M. an Intermediate Rally was held at St. Andrew’s 
Church, Miss Sara ‘Troutman, presiding. A very inspiring address 
was given by Rev. Frank Cauble on the subject, ‘Intermediates at 
Worship.” At this same hour the Seniors had a program at Holy 
Trinity Church. Mr. Luther Stirewalt led the devotions. An ad- 
dress on the fourth division of the theme, ‘“Youth at Worship,” was 
given by Rev. E. R. Lineberger, of Asheville. Rev. Mr. Lineberger 
showed us that we must worship God in spirit and in truth. He 
discussed the object of our worship and nature of our worship. Tak- 
ing up the time and place of worship he said we must worship 
frequently, daily, in our homes, in Sunday School, in church, and 
in the devotional program. After this session the new officers were 
installed using the impressive candlelight service. 

The convention closed on Thursday evening with a banquet at 
Lenoir-Rhyne College, attended by 260 Leaguers. Rev. Frank 
Cauble, of High Point, was toastmaster. The invocation was de- 
livered by Rev. Sam Sox. Rev. Lethoo Bumgarner was song 
leader. Program features were the imitations of Mr. Weston Clin- 
ard, the chalk talks by Mr. Joe Moretz and the radio broadcast by 
the Holy Trinity League. The speaker of the evening was Rev. 
J. L. Thornburg, of Statesville, who gave some Homeward Thoughts. 
In his address Rev. Thorburg said, ‘‘We have been happy, we are 
happy now during the convention and we should take home happy 
thoughts and memories. With Jesus through life or hfe through 
Jesus should be the theme to take with us.” In closing Rey. Thorn- 
burg said, “We should devote our lives to cause complete sur- 
render to the Lordship of Jesus through life.’’ Let the home folks 
see a difference in us when we return home. We should have a more 
radiant spirit, re-creation that we have been with Jesus. 


COLUMBIA DISTRICT LUTHER LEAGUE CONVENTION 
(Oregon and Southwest Washington) 


The Thirty-second Annual Convention of the Columbia District 
Luther League was held at Zion Church, The Dalles, Oregon, Rev. 
Walter I. Eck, pastor, on September 30, October 1 and 2. The 
convention theme was ‘‘Power.” Motto: ‘“‘There is power in things 
well done,’ and the text, “It is he that giveth thee power’’— 
Deuteronomy 8:18. Rev. Adolph W. Nelson, Church of the Re- 
deemer, Portland, Oregon, was Convention Chaplain. 

The convention opened with the Friday evening services. A 
welcome was extended by Miss Helen Stein, President of Zion 
League. Miss Olive Abrahamson responded for the District. Rev. 
M. J. Bieber, D.D., President of the Pacific Seminary, was the 
principal speaker. His subject was “The Power of Youth.” Regis- 
tration and assignment to homes followed this service. 

Saturday morning session began at 8:30 o’clock with the song 
service under the direction of Marvin Johnson, of Vancouver, 
Wash. Quiet Moments by the Chaplain were next followed by a 
conference, “The Power of Luther League Missionary Work,” led 
by Elvin Jacobsen, Longview, Wash. The business session was _con- 
ducted by the President, Ralph Luedtke. The reports of the officers 
and standing committee chairmen showed faithful work and en- 
couraging progress. The Sustaining Membership Committee Report 
telling of a 50 per cent oversubscription, was received. The Presi- 
dent’s Banner awarded on the basis of the efficiency goals, was again 
presented to St. Paul’s League, Vancouver, Wash. The newly- 
organized Senior League of Zion Church, Medford, Oregon, brought 
application for membership and was received into the _ District. 
With the exception of one congregation, all the parishes of our ter- 
ritory now have active League work. Recess for luncheon and 
the taking of the convention picture completed the morning schedule. 

The afternoon session, too, was opened with a song service 
followed by Quiet Moments. A conference, “The Power of Luther 
League Devotionals,” led by Mr. Carrol Olson, Vancouver, Wash., 
preceded the afternoon business. New business and the reports of 
the convention committees came next. Election of officers resulted 


Fraternal delegates were elected 


as follows: President, Ralph MLwuedtke; Vice-President, Maryin 
Johnson; Recording Secretary, Miss Helen Stein; Corresponding 
Secretary, Miss Verna Biersdorf; Treasurer, Robert Austin. A 


conference led by Rev. Edwin Bracher, La Grande, Oregon, on the 
subject, ‘League Finance,” closed the afternoon program. 
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The convention banquet with Gus J. Weigelt, of The Dalles, as 
toastmaster, started the night of fun. “A Joy Night Party,” for 
which each League provided a “radio number’ was the feature of 
the evening. Games and refreshments were enjoyed by all. 

The delegates’ Sunday School class was taught by William 
Salzman, of Portland, Oregon. Rev. G. P. Kabele, D.D., Medford, 
Oregon, preached the convention sermon, “The Power of Christ,’ 
Colossians 1:10-12. The newly-elected officers were installed by 
Rey. W. I. Eck, the District’s Pastoral Advisor. 

A sightseeing trip preceded the closing rally, Sunday afternoon. 
A talk, ‘Consecration and Loyalty,” by Rev. Edwin Bracher and 
a discussion led by Miss Olive Abrahamson were the outstanding 
parts of this meeting. Vesper tea was served, and then came 
farewells. 

This was truly the biggest and best convention in our District’s 
history. It ends a most successful year of activity. The consecra- 
tion and inspiration gained from this convention assure us of even 
a greater year before us in His service. 


IND-KY-TENN 


The 1932 Luther League Convention of Indiana Synod was 
held June 21-23 at Gethsemane Lutheran Church in Indianapolis, 
Ind., of which Rev. J. S. Albert is pastor. Each of the 200 
registered visitors, officers and delegates enjoyed the three day 
vacation, due to the wonderful hospitality shown by the members 
of Gethsemane. 

The convention theme was ‘‘For Christ and His Church” and 
the hymn, “Christ for the World We Sing.” 

Inspirational addresses were given at the evening devotions by 
Rev. C. Franklin Koch, of Richmond, Ind.; Rev. I. R. Ladd, D.D., 
of Louisville, Ky.; and Rev. F. W. Otterbein, D.D., of Chicago, Ill. 

The officers elected for the coming year are: President, Rey. 
J. S. Albert; Vice-President, Fred Degener; Recording Secretary, 
Marie Wetzel; Corresponding Secretary, Harryette Williams; Treas- 
urer, Katherine Loemker; Executive Committee, Esther Hansen 
and Rev. J. L. Seng. 

Business and pleasure were combined at the convention. The 
last afternoon, the Leaguers enjoyed a sightseeing trip around 
Indianapolis. 

Everyone returned home resolved to form both an Intermediate 
and Junior League and thus prepare more young people for the 
work of Christ. 


LUTHER LEAGUE REVIEW 


INDIANA 


The regular fall rally of the South Bend District Luther League 
of the Michigan Synod Luther League was held in the First English 
Lutheran Church, Goshen, Indiana, Sunday, September 25, 1932. 
The address of welcome and the devotional program were in charge 
of the Goshen League. ; : ‘ 

Ralph M. Miller, President of the District, was reinstated into 
that office. He is also President of the Holy Trinity Luther League 
of South Bend. The other officers elected were: Vice-President, 
Miss Dorothy Mackin, La Grange; Recording Secretary, Miss 
Dorothy Zimmerman, Middlebury; Treasurer, Peter Larimer, Fish 
Lake; Corresponding Secretary, Miss Margaret Meese, Millersburg. 

The banner for the highest average attendance was awarded to 
Fish Lake, which was 100 per cent in attendance at this rally. 
Gary ran a very close second with only one absent. The largest 
group was South Bend with 64. Other Leagues present were 
Elkart, Nappanee, La Grange, Middlebury, Mishawaka, Millersburg. 

There were also visiting delegations from Detroit, Battle Creek, 
Toledo, Auburn, Syracuse, and Monroeville. : 

During the business session the chairman of the resolutions com- 
mittee presented his report. ; ; 

Also in the afternoon addresses were given by Erwin O. John- 
son, Detroit, newly-elected President of the Michigan Synod Luther 
League, and by Harold Sundberg, of Battle Creek, Synodical Treas- 
urer and National Executive Board Member. 

In the evening Rev. Rudolph “Rudy” Schulz, pastor of Hope 
Lutheran Church, Toledo, Ohio, gave the sermon, his subject being 
“The Word ‘Religion’.”’ : 

Rev. G. Charles Goering, pastor of St. Paul’s Church, Middle- 
bury, installed the newly-elected officers. 


KANSAS 


Leaguers of the Western District held a rally at Greenleaf, 
November 13, with representatives travelling as far as 125 miles to 
attend. Addresses by Rev. Robert Gaston, Ottawa, and George R. 
Whittecar, Synodical President, and discussions of social problems 
of Leaguers were features of the meeting. The Greenleaf Leaguers, 
known throughout the Kansas Synod for their pep, entertained their 
guests at a luncheon and a social hour. 

The Greenleaf Leaguers gave a dinner- party October 11 for all 
the young people in their church. This League also has a special 
meeting room in the home of the pastor, Rev. Gene Harrison. 


a % SENIOR TOPICS 


December 4, 1932 
Second Sunday in Advent 


HOW CAN WE WORK FOR CHRISTIAN UNITY? 
John 17:18-23; I Corinthians 3 :6-9 
(By Rev. Alvin E. Teichart) 

The best approach the writer can find to this topic 
on Christian unity is an illustration by Slosson. “I 
used to think and talk about Church Unions, as they 
called it years ago; and I would hope and pray it would 
come about. Then one time it struck me that what I 
meant by church union was that all other denomina- 
tions should come over to my church; and that was 
what I was praying for. I wondered if all other church 
unionists prayed the same way.” 


Differences That Do Not Divide 

Away back in the Old Testament, long years before 
the world knew anything of denominations, we find 
many different views of worship. Praying to the same 
God, we find some standing, like Jeremiah; some sitting, 
like David. Some prayed silently, like Hannah; some 
aloud, like Ezekiel. Some went to the temple to pray; 
some were in bed, and prayed; some were in the fields, 
and others on the battlefield. No one tried to commune 
with God in some one else’s way. Practical men like 
Nehemiah sought God’s help in prayer; poets like the 
writer of the beautiful Psalms; the melancholy prophet 
of sorrows, Jeremiah; the radiant Isaiah; and the hope- 
ful Amos, with his basket of summer fruit. All sorts 
of temperaments, yet all seeking the same God. 


Again, in the New Testament, we find similar action 
at the hour of prayer. We are not told what the widow 
said, but that she gave all she had. A disciple tried to 
emphasize the difference in practice, and Christ said, “Let 
them alone.” Peter was concerned because John was not 


busy in the same manner, and Christ said, “What is 
that to you, follow me.” It is not enough to. pray for 
Christian unity, there must be action as well. The 
great commission of Christ came after He told the dis- 
ciples to pray for laborers in the harvest. They had 
hardly finished their prayer when He turned to them 


and said, “Now you go into all parts of the world.” 
To the Leader: Get others to read the following: Jeremiah 


18:20; II Samuel 7:18; I Samuel 1:13; Ezekiel 11:13; II Kings 
19:14; Psalm 63:6; Genesis 24:11,12; I Samuel 7:5. 
Earliest Form of Christian Church 

Perhaps we can better understand what we mean 
by Christian unity by agreeing on a standard for the 
Church. Here we must take leave of the opinions of 
men, and turn to our Lord—“For where two or three 
are gathered together in my name, there am I in the 
midst of them.”—Matthew 18:20. We are not asked to 
grope along blindly; but each one is asked to be fully 
persuaded in his own mind. People enter a church pri- 
marily for worship, and at once look about for some- 
thing different. Seeing a cross above the altar some are 
led to say, Why this is just like the Catholic Church. 
The cross of Christ was never limited to one group; and 
quickly perish the thought that it should divide us. It 
is the sign of a Christian. This fact alone should unite 
the Christian churches in faith if not in practice. 

Several years ago, at a World Sunday School Con- 
vention abroad, there were forty nations represented. 
You could never get them to agree as to form and cus- 
tom, but on one thing they did agree. When the leader 
called them to prayer, the forty different tongues prayed 
together the Lord’s prayer. When it comes to the 
fundamental things of Christianity we are united. Our 
trouble is, we let trifling things disturb our spiritual 
peace. We ought to be careful how we sing, and pray, 
and preach. 


LUTHER LEAGUE REVIEW 


We pray, “Thy kingdom come,” and we sing, “On- 
ward, Christian Soldiers,’ and for many this covers 
their Christian activity. We pride ourselves on our re- 
ligious customs, and ridicule the other fellow for his. 
If a convert comes to us from another church, he is a 
wonderful fellow; if he leaves us to go elsewhere, he is 
narrow and does not amount to much. Do we forget, 
“In even savage bosoms there are longings, strivings, 
yearnings, for the good they comprehend not?” 

Luther differed in a great many points from Bern- 
ard the Catholic. Yet the great Reformer himself de- 
clared, “In the faith wherein Bernard prays, do I pray 
also.” Let us not confuse unity of purpose with similar 
performance. John the Baptist came to prepare the way 
of the Lord, neither eating nor drinking; and Christ who 
fulfilled in every way the prophecy of John, ate and 
drank, in fact at one time, even went to be the guest of 
a man who was a sinner. Yet His high and noble pur- 
pose was not changed, nor did He ever censor John’s 
rigid discipline. The faith which Christ reflected when 
He prayed, “That they all may be one,’ must be the 
dominant factor in our religion. Pride of denomination 
does not necessarily reveal greatness of Christian char- 
acter. There are times when people should be told to 
go back home and erect an altar of faith, before they 
start building a Tower of Babel on the town square. 


Lowell writes it very well in his “Cathedral:” 
I that still pray every morning and at eve, 
Thrice in my life perhaps have truly prayed. 


How to Work for Christian Unity 

We must be tolerant and charitable in our views. 
“We ought to be slow to express our disapproval of 
another’s religious convictions. Nearly everyone is 
sensitive touching his religion. Even the irreligious fel- 
low resents your criticism, kind though it may be. The 
best way to convert the sinner and arouse the saint, is 
to overcome evil with good. The youth element we so 
quickly condemn wants to know why he must be scolded 
for his frank view of life, as over against the hypocrisy 
of folks who pretend to be Christian. 

The best way to achieve unity is to forget he does 
not go to my church, and commend him because he 
knows my Saviour, and prays to my God. The first and 
greatest and final step toward Christian unity is to fol- 
low Him “who when he was reviled, reviled not again; 
when he suffered he threatened not’ and soon “every 
knee shall bow, and every tongue confess that Jesus 
@hirictismio nds 


December 11, 1932 
Third Sunday in Advent 
PRACTICING BROTHERHOOD IN OUR 
NEIGHBORHOOD 
John 4:27-42 

“One is our Father even God and all we are breth- 
ren.’ In God all men are brothers. He is Father of 
all men. We must appreciate first this great fact. The 
world ignores it. The Church proclaims it. We must 
so live as to convince the world that it is true. Because 
God is our Father and the Father of all other men, it 
means a particularly close relationship between us all. 
It does not matter whether or not we know men or that 
they are brothers. To realize and practice the full mean- 
ing of this relationship would go a long way towards 
solving the world’s problems. This, of course, is de- 


Page Twenty-one 


pendent upon the full realization that God is our Father 
and that in Him we are brethren. Jesus showed us 
clearly by His life just what it means to be a brother 
to men. His daily actions demonstrated it. He did not 
strive for effect. It was the natural expression in Him 
of His sense that God was truly His Father. So He 
went on to His cross. He took the sins of all upon Him- 
self. In His death sin was beaten. In the glorious con- 
sciousness of this forgiveness we seek and serve men. 

Jesus taught us most clearly just what brotherhood 
means in the parable of the Good Samaritan. The one 
in whom we must be particularly interested is the one 
who needs us most, a person who is in trouble, suffer- 
ing, distress or need. This does not necessarily mean 
a wicked person. It may mean the best of men. Always, 
however, we must remember to help because God has 
helped us so wonderfully in Christ. He has taken us 
beaten and trodden down by sin and upon our repentance 
and faith has freely forgiven us because of the death of 
Jesus. To our service to those who need us there is no 
limit. It is the ideal for the whole Church. Everybody 
being a real brother in spirit and in deed. 

To just what limits would you go to help a brother 
whom you loved? The Christian loves every man as his 
brother. Just how far will you go in helping him? Our 
Christian faith and love to be true must express itself 
in practical brotherhood. We help not only in temporal 
need but in spiritual and moral distress. We must help 
those who are near us. We can do but little for those 
far away unless we go to them. But right where we are 
we can help and develop the spirit which makes us al- 
ways and naturally helpful. 

The demand, however, is for practical suggestions. 
Just what shall we do? Nothing must be done apart 
from the advice and leadership of the pastor. Our ac- 
tivity must be a part of the work of the whole congrega- 
tion. There must be no duplication of effort nor un- 
wise initiation of service. The Inner Mission Board has 
published a little booklet entitled “Saved to Serve.” 
(Published by the Inner Mission Board, 39 East Thirty- 
fifth Street, New York City—sold for 5 cents a copy). 
In this booklet are many practical suggestions each one 
of which has been worked out successfully in some con- 
gregation. In one congregation the pastor directed his 
young people in a survey of the congregation and the 
neighborhood. To be helpful in this survey the Inner 
Mission Board will supply without cost a form for such 
congregational and community survey. The survey had 
happy effects both for congregation and community. 

Many young peoples’ organizations make regular 
visits to institutions and homes near them to conduct 
services, provide entertainment and recreation and small 
gifts for those in these institutions. If you are not do- 
ing this work, why not try it? It brings real happiness 
to those who do it. 

The young people’s organizations can do much in 
maintaining the touch of the newly confirmed with the 
congregation. “A Message for the Day” intended for 
“shut-ins” and “shut-outs” published by the Inner Mis- 
sion Board can be personally distributed by young 
people to those who cannot come to the public worship 
of the congregation. New people coming into the com- 
munity can be won for the church by establishing con- 
tact with the young people of the family. Students 
coming to nearby colleges or schools can be sought out 
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and interested in the work of the congregation and the 
activity of the young people. Lonely young people who 
are strangers just come to town may be interested in 
the Church. Those in your community who never go 
to church can be sought and gently persuaded to join 
you in public worship. The poor can be discovered and 
helped by providing for clothing, shelter, etc. Such 
clothing and food may be gathered through other mem- 
bers of the congregation in addition to those of your 
own organization. The Church may be advertised by 
permanent signs in railroad stations, hotels and rooming 
houses and the Church Bulletin or paper made available 
in such places. The above suggestions are drawn in 
brief form from “Saved to Serve.’ Many other sug- 
gestions are there which will be helpful. The poor, 
sick, the lonely and the distressed can all be helped. 


A particular need is to do something for those who 
are lonely. There are many such, young and old. Many 
helpful things can readily be thought of. Spend an 
hour at regular times reading or talking to a lonely old 
person. Seek out one who is shy and often shunned. 
Visit the sick. Carry a good book or magazine to some 
Take The Lutheran to another after you have 


one. 
read it yourself. Do the same with the Luther League 
Review. Have always a few good tracts in your pocket 


to give to one who might need to read it. Many other 
things to do will occur to you. 

It is not always easy to do these things but it gives 
opportunity for the exercise of our Christian love and 
faith. Most important of all is that we bear in mind 
that our chief concern is with the souls of men. We 
hope that because of our help to them in their prob- 
lems and difficulties we might win them to Christ that 
they might come to know Him as personal Saviour. 
Always we must work in His spirit and for His sake. 
We must remember that it is the Church and not a 
secular organization that is thus busy in helpfulness. 
As we thus labor in love for Him we shall have a Chris- 
tian’s wage—a full over-running joy in His service. 


December 18, 1932 
Fourth Sunday in Advent 


SPREADING THE TRUE CHRISTMAS SPIRIT 
é Philippians 4:14-19 
(By Rev. W. R. Schwirian) 


The writer of this topic discussion met a sudden death 
Saturday, July 30th, together with his wife and son, in a 
grade crossing accident near Montgomery, Pa. He was in 
service as pastor of St. John’s Lutheran Church, Montgomery. 


“T am the Resurrection and the Life,’ saith the Lord; “He that believeth 
in Me, though he were dead, yet shall he live; and whosoever liveth 
and believeth in Me, shall never die.” 

ee ee ee Eee 

It can hardly be said at Christmas time that all of 
us are in possession of the true Christmas spirit. Weeks 
before we are harassed mentally and exhausted physic- 
ally because Christmas has come to mean to most of us 
the exchange of gifts equal to what we have received. 
For many the beautiful spirit which should prompt our 
giving has degenerated to a mere form of exchanging 
gifts with those from whom we are reasonably certain 
to receive something. ‘ 

What Should Prompt Our Giving 

<n the Scripture which prefaces this subject Paul 

reveals to us the Spirit that should prompt our giving. 
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Paul was suffering unspeakable hardships on his mis- 
sionary tours and the Philippians realized this. They 
were a hospitable people and showed their appreciation 
by ministering to the apostle’s comforts and wants. 


Generosity Continuous 
The church at Philippi had already made a generous 
contribution toward Paul’s missionary enterprise and 
now Paul was rejoicing over another very practical 
evidence of their thoughtfulness and generosity in the 
timely help sent to him by the hands of Epaphroditus. 


Liberality In Giving Money 

Liberality in money giving is a crucial test of the 
real Christian. When the commissioners of inland 
revenue wrote to John Wesley and charged that he had 
not made a full return on his valuables, his laconic reply 
was, “I have two silver teaspoons at London and two 
at Bristol; this is all the plate I have at present and I 
shall not buy more while so many around me want 
bread.” It is estimated that John Wesley gave away 
more than $30,000. 

Fellowship and Sympathy in Affliction 

“Howbeit,”’ says Paul, “ye did well that ye had 
fellowship with my affliction.” 

This sympathy on the part of the Philippian Chris- 
tians evoked from Paul a response which we might all 
covet. Though Paul had schooled himself in the art of 
contentment he was only human and for humans to 
sympathize with each other in their hardships and af- 
flictions is the very trait of Christian character which 
Christ says is a prerequisite for entrance into the king- 
dom, “inasmuch.” 


“What Christmas Means to Me” 
is the caption of an article by Mrs. Calvin Coolidge in 
a December issue of The Delineator. In the article 
Mrs. Coolidge relates some of her experiences while in 
the White House. The closing incident she tells is this: 


“Sometimes I went to visit the sick children in the 
hospital. Once some of the children and I had our 
pictures taken together and a little boy saw one of them 
in a newspaper. In it I was seated in front of a Christ- 
mas tree with a little boy on my lap. A little girl lay 
in bed beside us and many other children were gathered 
around. I was reading a Christmas story to them. 
One day the grandmother of the little boy who saw the 
picture told him that she was going to Washington and 
she thought perhaps she could see Mrs. Coolidge. Look- 
ing up at her he said, “Grandmother, I wish you would 
take me to Washington so Mrs. Coolidge could hug me.” 

“T consider that one of the finest compliments ever 
paid me,” said one of the most lovable mistresses the 
White House has ever had, “and if on this Christmas I 
could gather around me all the little boys and girls to 
read them a story and give them a hug, I am sure it 
would be one of the very nicest Christmas times I have 
ever had.” Mrs. Coolidge was literally exemplifying 
the spirit of the Philippian Christians. 

Such Gifts Divine 

Paul, though recognizing the sacrifice and gener- 
osity of the donors of these gifts maintained that their 
source was divine. “But I rejoiced in the Lord greatly, 
that now ye have revived your thought for me.” He 
regarded the gift as from the Lord and his joy in re- 
ceiving it was from the same source. Every kindness 
and every gift bestowed upon us by cthers when recog- 
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nized as coming from God will turn our hearts and our 
thoughts to Him. 
Giving Benefits the Giver 

It was not the gifts which the apostle coveted but 
rather the rich spiritual blessing which the gift secures 
to the donor. “Not because I desire a gift, but because 
I desire fruit that may abound to your account.” Paul 
wished them to reap the rich spiritual harvest and 
the growing spiritual interest of their liberality. Not 
for his own sake but for theirs did he desire the gift. 
He knew that the state of mind which devised and 
prompted such a gift rather indicated the depth of the 
innermost feelings and that they were developing a 
spiritual life such as he had hoped for and for which 
they thus expressed their gratitude. Such a spirit cer- 
tainly indicates religion that is really practical and 
could but win the divine approval. Such giving benefits 
the giver more than he really knows. 

Spirit Pleased Paul More Than the Gift 

What must have pleased Paul most was not the 
gifts but the spirit. The money was brought to Paul 
but he offered it to God and used it in furthering the 
Gospel. What Paul really was grateful for was “spirit.” 
Augustine once said, “I have learned from Thee, O God, 
to distinguish between the gift and the fruit. The gift 
is the thing itself which is needed such as money and 
raiment; but the fruit is the good and well ordered will 
of the giver.” It is a gift to receive a prophet and to 
give a cup of cold water; but it is a spiritual fruit to 
do these acts in the name of a prophet and the name 
of a disciple. The raven brought a gift to Elias when 
it brought him bread and flesh, but the widow spiritual 
fruit because she fed him as a man of God. It was the 
spirit which helped and pleased Paul more than the gift. 

The Greatest Gift 

The observance of Christmas ought to remind us 
of the greatest gift that was ever given to humanity, 
Chrsit, the Son of God and Saviour of the world. 
Everything of value that we have in life can be traced 
directly to the manger cradle at Bethlehem. His teach- 
ings are destined to remake the world. The exaltation 
of women, as compared with the low estimate on women 
in non-Christian lands; the humanitarian spirit which 
establishes schools, churches, hospitals, asylums, refuges 
and the great Christian philanthropy which is today 
assisting in the multitudes of our world’s unfortunates 
in bearing the burdens of life is distinctly the result of 
His teaching and influence, but still more than this the 
gift of salvation. His gift was His life. He became 
man that He might suffer the death of the cross, giving 
Himself for us. And so saving us and giving us new 
and eternal life. We need to appreciate anew the sig- 
nificance of that event which was heralded above the 
plains of Bethlehem by the angels’ song of “Peace on 
earth, good will to men.” 

Keep Christ In Christmas 

This discussion was introduced by a reference to 
the fact that Christmas for so many has come to mean 
nothing more than an exchange of gifts. How contrary 
to the Christ spirit. Our Lord had something to say 
about giving “hoping for nothing in return.” Love 
gives without a desire for reward—the Philippian Chris- 
tians gave out of a spirit of love. Let us at this Christ- 
mas time keep Christ and His Spirit in Christmas and 
experience for ourselves just what Paul meant when he 
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said, “And my God shall supply every need of yours, 
according to his riches in glory in Christ Jesus.” 


i To Be Assigned 
Christ Is Born. 
To all earth’s weary, struggling men 
The world’s sole hope seems born again 
When breaks the light of Christmas morn 
Lo! unto us a child is born. 


—Mary Isabelle Forsythe 
Christ Left Out of Christmas. ; : 
“Of the vast number of Christmas cards offered for sale only 
a rather small part make any reference to that which gives the 
season all its meaning. The world is ready to take God’s good 
things, to bestow good wishes and gifts on friends, but refuses to 
have God in its knowledge.’”’—William J. Hart, D.D. 


Christianity’s Valuation of a Child. 
_ What a changed estimate of childhood in the world’s thought 
since the birth of Christ! The London Mail relates: “‘The ten year 
old daughter of a bricklayer in Liverpool was assaulted and left for 
dead. Traffic in front of the house where she lay was stopped on 
the day of the funeral. Fifty constables kept the way clear and 
twenty thousand people attended the burial.’’ Bethlehem and the 
entire oriental world had no such standard of child valuation until 
Christ was born. And because of His teaching there is a better 
day for children. 

_ The leader should attempt to get the group to realize that the 
reciprocal idea of Christmas giving is not Christian and therefore 
is not the true Christmas spirit. 


December 25, 1932 


Christmas Day 


CHRISTMAS IN PICTURE, SONG AND STORY 
Luke 2:8-20 
(By Rev. W. R. Seaman) 


Aims: To show that the Nativity Story of St. Luke has been 
retold in many different ways by painter, sculptor, poet, dramatist, 
and story teller. 

To lead the group to a consciousness that we can have a share in 
retelling this story through the above means, and above all through 
the example of our own living. 


Introduction 

St. Luke is the only evangelist who gives the story 
of the birth of Jesus. But so precious is this story 
that it has been retold in every age. Evangelists and 
missionaries have travelled to the far corners of the 
earth to tell about the birth of Jesus Christ. In this 
Christmas season millions have again heard the story; 
millions have retold it; millions have read St. Luke’s 
account for themselves. It is indeed.a story that never 
grows old. 

Christmas In Picture 

The story of the nativity of our Lord has been told 
in many different ways. The poets have told it in their 
lines of poetry; the sculptors in their works of sculpture, 
and the artists in their pictures. The Christmas story 
has attracted the attention of all the major artists. 
There are -at least eighty original paintings of the 
Nativity in the art galleries and churches of Europe 
that come from the great artists. There are hundreds of 
other original paintings, which seek to tell the same 
story, that come from the less famous artists. ‘There 
are thousands of copies of these pictures to be found in 
the art galleries of the world. There are millions of 
prints of these paintings which may be bought for a 
few cents each. 

From various points of view the artists have re- 
peated the story over and over, as if it were too precious 
a heritage ever to be lost. The following list con- 
tains a few of the subjects of pictures that seek to tell 
at least part of the Christmas story: The Annunciation, 
The Angel’s Message to Mary, The Arrival at Bethle- 
hem, The Nativity, The Babe In the Manger, The Ad- 
oration of the Shepherds, The Madonna and Child, The 
Return of the Shepherds. One might easily fill a book 
describing those pictures which tell us about the birth 
of Jesus. So important has the Nativity Story become 
for the artists of the world. 
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Christmas In Song 

Side by side with the artist stands the poet and the 
hymn writer. What great hymn writer has not written 
at least one hymn on the Nativity? And who does not 
know or love to sing these carols: Away In a Manger; 
O Little Town of Bethlehem; Hark! The Herald Angels 
Sing; It Came Upon a Midnight Clear; Joy to the 
World; The First Noel; Silent Night, Holy Night? 
Every country has its traditional Christmas carols which 
at this season are sung in the homes, in the schools, and 
in the churches. Some of the carols we love to sing in 
America have come from Germany, Sweden, Norway, 
England, and Russia. Through the singing of these 
carols the whole world gathers around the manger of 
Jesus with the shepherds of long ago to pay its homage 
and to offer its devotion to the Redeemer. 

Christmas is a festival of joy. During Advent we 
are reminded of the Old Testament expectation of the 
promised Messiah. How eagerly they longed for the 
coming of the Deliverer! At last He came. The an- 
nouncement of His coming was accompanied by a hymn. 
The choir of angels sang, “Glory to God in the highest, 
and on earth peace, good will toward men.” St. Luke 
has given us a number of hymns in the first two chapters 
of his Gospel. They are hymns of joy that have to do 
with the coming of Jesus. Wherever the Gospel has 
been proclaimed and accepted, men, women and chil- 
dren burst forth into song. Whenever missionaries 
travel to a strange country they produce a hymnal in 
the language of the people. The tidings of great joy 
in the heart express themselves everywhere through 
the medium of song. 

Can you think of Christmas without song? I can 
think of Christmas without pictures, or sculpture, or 
works of art, but not without the traditional carols. I 
can think of Christmas without pageants, or addresses, 
or recitations, but not without the beautiful hymns we 
know and love. Christmas in song! We could hardly 
have Christmas without it! 


Christmas In Story 

The nativity story of St. Luke has been retold 
throughout the centuries. It has been retold in Greek 
and in Latin, in Hebrew and in German, in Telegu and 
in English. There is hardly a spoken language in which 
it has not been related. About the Gospel account there 
have sprung up other stories. Some of these are purely 
traditional; others are purely imaginative. Some of 
them possess literary value; others almost profane the 
true Christmas story. 

Here is a beautiful traditional story of the Christ- 
mas Rose. St. Agnes was only fourteen years of age 
when the son of the Roman Emperor wanted to make 
love to her, but she said she already loved someone else. 
The Emperor sent to have her brought to him, and after 
questioning she confessed that she loved Jesus Christ. 
The Emperor was angry and said her life would be 
taken, but she would not be moved from this love of 
her heart. He surrounded her with people who tried 
first to tempt her, and when that did not work they 
tried to force her to yield, but the brave girl held her 
ground. The Emperor ordered her to pour incense in 
worship of himself, or she must suffer execution. She 
refused heathen worship, and was taken away to be put 
to death. Long afterwards a church was built near the 
place of execution. Every year a festival is observed 
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in her honor. To her memory was consecrated the 


Christmas Rose. ; ; 
The best Christmas story that was ever told is that 


found in the second chapter of St. Luke. Read it again, 
and memorize it for yourself. It is like a precious 
jewel, which, among many other jewels, has been pre- 
served and cherished by the Christian Church. 

What Christmas story can we add to those already 
known? We too can write a story—the story of our- 
selves bringing joy and peace to the hearts and lives 
of those about us; the story of ourselves leading others 
to the manger of Bethlehem. The writing of such a 
story is a work of art and of life. What the artist has 
done with his brush, what the sculptor has done with his 
chisel, and what the poet has done with his pen, we too 
may do in our life of devotion and in our service of love. 

Further Reading 


Bailey: The Gospel In Art. 
Benson: Studies of Familiar Hymns. 
Graebner: The Message of the Star. 
Auld: Christmas Traditions. 


| INTERMEDIATE TOPICS | 


December 4, 1932 
A PIONEER IS LOVING 
Romans 13:8-10 

To love is not-to choose, but to obey. God com- 
mands us to love one another. We owe it to God to love 
one another. We owe it to ourselves. 

According to Paul, who says, “Owe no man any- 
thing, save to love one another,’ we are indebted to 
others to the extent of loving them. 

To be in debt to others in terms of love would cer- 
tainly not bring suffering upon us, as is the case of ow- 
ing money that we cannot pay. There would be no 
sheriff sales then. 

It is possible for us to have all our debts paid up, 
save one. We will still owe God and men a debt pay- 
able in love. 

If the world were girdled about by love instead of 
by fear and hate—what a different world it would be! 

One who pioneers in any worthwhile adventure must 
be loving, otherwise he will miss out in the best part 
of adventuring, as well as lay the seed of selfishness, 
hate and greed in the pathway of others who follow 
after him. 

A pioneer in the business of life, who builds upon 
the solid stone of honor, character and truth, lays a foun- 
dation that is enduring. Only such as love their fel- 
lows build for time and eternity. 

Write your name with kindness, love and mercy on 
the hearts of the people you meet, and you will not be 
forgotten—Dr. Chalmers. 

What Is Love? 

Love is not merely emotion. It is even more than 
just giving a coin to a beggar. It is kindliness, a friend- 
ly feeling, sympathy that is ready to do what it can to 
help another. 

Love has its roots in God. God is love. To love 
one another is unthinkable without first loving God. 

The Christ way of love is through Christ to others. 

We speak a lot these days about the brotherhood of 
men. The keystone of brotherhood among men is the 
Fatherhood of God. Men aren’t real love-brothers until 
they become love-children of God. 
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What It Means to Love 
It means service. The type of service that love 
renders is the type of ministry that Jesus rendered when 
here on earth, and which He commands us to render 
when He says, “It is more blessed to give than to re- 


ceive,” “Feed my sheep,” “Go sell * * * and give 
to the poor.” 
What’s more, love is personal service. It cannot 


be assigned to a servant—we are love’s servants. 

It means self-denial. It isn’t possible to give away 
love without giving up something of self. Jesus paid 
with His life to love the world. Stephen, Paul, and all 
true lovers of Christ surrender self-interests in order to 
love men for Christ’s sake. 

A husband and wife make mutual sacrifices for th: 
sake of a single fireside love. As father and mother they 
make still more sacrifices for the sake of their children. 

The rich young ruler said he loved God, but when 
Jesus ordered him to sell all that he had and give to the 
poor, his love wasn’t equal to the test; so he went away 
sorrowful. Those who deny self for love’s sake go 
away happy. Love is not afraid of giving too much. 

Love is kindness, hospitality, pity and forgiveness. 
Love’s bounds have never been determined; for true 
love is of God. 

Love is a check to evil doing. Men who steal, kill 
or harm in any way their fellows by disregarding the 
Ten Commandments have not love in their hearts. 

Love does not cause hurts, but heals and prevents 
them. “Love works no ill.” 

Love does for others what is expected from others. 
Every man takes care that his neighbor does not cheat 
him. The Christian love way is for every man to take 
care that he does not cheat his neighbor. 

Love beautifies the soul—it changes us inside. It 
takes away bitterness, envy, jealousy, grouchiness, and 
makes us at least try to be pleasant. A grouch and love 
cannot live together. 

Finally 

Is it possible to think of a pioneer doing some- 
thing for his fellow men for any motive than that of 
love? Yes, it’s possible, for some pioneers think only 
of the glory in it for themselves as they labor hard to 
discover something not yet known to men, even though 
that something is a boon to the world. Don’t spoil 
your pioneering achievements with pride and ostentation. 

Real pioneers do things for the love of it and in 
the hope that mankind will be blessed and helped. 
Luther pioneered into the field of Christian truth and 
behold how the world has been enriched. 

Much of a pioneering sort is still to be done. Each 
of us in turn is a pioneer in his or her sphere of ac- 
tivity. What kind of a pioneer are you? 


Quotations 
A lady was in the habit of giving away many 
flowers. “They never fade,” she said, “for they re- 
main in the memory of those that get them.” Deeds 
of kindness never fade. They remain in memory.— 


Anderson. 

Speak gently—it is better far 

To rule by love than fear; 

’ Speak gently—let no harsh word mar 
The good you may do here. | 

Speak gently—’tis a little thing 
Dropped in the heart’s deep well; 
The good, the joy that it may bring 
Eternity shall tell.—Selected. 
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December 11, 1932 
WHY HAVE I BEEN GIVEN SO MUCH? 
Deuteronomy 8:17,18; Luke 12:48 

This question lends itself not only to money, but 
to talents, home, country, church, opportunities and 
so on. A lot of people with everything but money 
complain because people, who have money, do not do 
more good with it; while they themselves do nothing 
with that which the Lord gave them. 

Oftimes a smile, an encouraging word, a bit of 
kindness, etc., will do more good for some people who 
are needful of such common courtesies than would a 
million dollars. 

Each of us born into the church and having the 
gift of Jesus in our hearts is equipped to do more real 
good—because “the much” that a span of life can give 
us is “nothing” unless tempered and steeled with the 
presence and commission of Jesus Christ. 


How Much Have You Been Given? 

Now in summing up your list of things don’t make 
the mistake of starting out with money. Money is the 
least of all your possessions. Money, to be of any 
worth so far as adding anything to life is concerned, 
must have back of it the right sense of stewardship 
to God. 


Your list must start out with Christ. Compare your 
“much” that Christ has given you with the “little” a 
non-Christ boy or girl possesses. 

In order of importance comes your home and Chris- 
tian parents; the church; your country; friends; the 
opportunities of self-development; school; the will to do 
good, etc. What a list you can make! 


But some may think they have been given so little. 
Does the amount matter? Not at all. The Lord ac- 
knowledged the widow’s mite, but frowned upon the rich 
men’s mighty. Whatever we have, we have it to work 
with, and not to waste. 


A friend said to me once, “I wish I had enough 
money so that I wouldn’t have to work.” Who hasn’t 
wished the same thing? My reply was, “That would be 
nice, but are you aware of the dangers in too much 
money and idleness?’ The fact that we have to work 
hard for what we get is a good thing. It keeps many 
a sin from us. 


The fact of the matter is this—that most of us 
have little because God knows that riches would de- 
stroy us. Too much ability goes to a lot of people’s 
heads too. 


Why Have I Been Given So Much? 

To give the greater praise to God. Whatever we 
have, according to verse 18 of our lesson in Deuter- 
onomy, has come through the use of God-given talents. 
God’s purpose was to make Israel wealthy and power- 
ful that it might serve the world and witness to God’s 
faithful love. He has the same purpose for us. 

To give the greater service to our fellow men. 
Money, talents and opportunities are valuable in so far 
as they are used to do good. 

You are given much in the home in order to profit 
by its love and training. A people does not rise higher 
than its homes. We need more Christian homes to com- 
bat the bad influence of the many godless homes that 
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are sending forth children with criminal and vicious 
characters. 

You are given much in the way of getting an edu- 
cation. What are you planning to do with the knowledge 
the school passes on to you? You will, if a follower of 
Jesus Christ, pass it on to others by bettering their 
living conditions and their opportunities, and by con- 
tending for justice and truth for all. 

You are given much in the way of natural abilities. 
If it is a gift of the voice think of the good that can be 
done in the pulpit, in the court room, in the school 
room, in the legislative halls, in the political world and 
in so many similar places. 

As a citizen of a free country consider the many 
blessings and opportunities you enjoy. Had you been 
born in some parts of the world life would have been 
vastly different for you. Be loyal to your country and 
give her every ounce of physical, mental and spiritual 
service that you can give her. 


Questions and Quotations 

Why has Mr. X been left such a large fortune? He 
did nothing for it. Is it to test his power to use money 
aright? Js it to give employment to many? If you 
were in X’s place what would you do? 

If you have been endowed with a good voice is it 
right for you to refuse to sing in the choir because you 
don’t like the choir director or a member in it? How 
much that we do is controlled by our likes and dislikes? 

We speak of the providence of God. In what does 
it consist? Don’t we all possess much from this divine 
source? 

Jesus had the gift of healing, and we know how He 
used it. We have wonderful gifts too. Does that mean 
that we have the right to overcharge for our service to 
humanity? Did Jesus? 

Whatever we have been given we are meant to de- 
velop it. It is not a talent to be hidden in the earth, 
but used, made to grow, made helpful—Selected. 


December 18, 1932 
THE JOY OF GIVING 
Acts 20 :33-35 

This is the joy season of the year. We will sing 
joy songs, do joy deeds and be joyous. Christmas 
brought Christian joy into the world, for with Christ 
came joy. 

Before Christ’s coming the world knew not of real 
inner joy. Then the world had not Saviour, and with- 
out Him there was precious little to hope for. Joy 
rises with hope, and surely the hope of the Christian is 
given a high mark in Christ. 


Joy—What Is It? 

Joy is something more than mere laughter. Men 
laugh at almost anything—at death, at the failures of 
their fellows, at evil stories, at comic strips in the 
newspapers, and some men laugh in their sleep. Chil- 
dren laugh at play and sinners laugh in their revelries. 

So laughter may be caused by evil deeds, as well 
as by good ones; and engaged in by evil people as well 
as good people. So mere laughter is not joy. 

Joy is the sign of inner content. It is the feeling 
one has when at peace with the world, and when his 
soul is at peace with his God. A joyous person knows 
no hate and desires no ill to come to any man, 
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Joy cometh in the knowedge that Christ in His 
death made possible our redemption. No longer can 
the sins and sorrows of this world deprive us of that fact. 

How to Express This Joy in Giving 

First of all the heart must be emptied of all greed. 
We must be able to say, “I have coveted no man’s 
silver, or gold, or apparel.” There is no joy to give 
where there is greed to get. 

The next step is to dedicate our all to God. This 
means giving ourselves. When we do this we put all 
that we own to God’s use. Of course, we do not give 
every penny we earn or have to God, but we do put 
everything we own to a good and worthy use. 

Putting all that we own to God’s use means shar- 
ing with others—our hearts, our homes, our advice, our 
smiles, our words of encouragement—ourselves. 


Christmas Is Coming 

With the coming of Christmas comes also a lot of 
abuses that are foreign to the spirit of the season. 
Chief among these abuses is the over-emphasis put upon 
the exchange of gifts. Now we all like to give and re- 
ceive gifts. That is human and a part of life. But too 
often the joy that should be ours in Christ’s gift of 
Himself to the world is lost in the exchange of gifts. 

So much time and energy are expended in the giving 
of gifts that we are tired out and spent out and as a 
result have little left to give to Jesus. 

What’s more the disappointments due to an un- 
favorable exchange of gifts robs many people of the 
joy of giving and receiving. 

How to Give 

Give because you want to give, not because you 
expect something in exchange. 

Give because it is your way of saying “thank you” 
to someone who has meant a lot to you. 

Give to one or two people who have no reason to 
expect something from you, but who gave you good 
reason to remember them. 

“Give until it hurts’ we have been told. 
still, give until it blesses. 
ing? 


Better 
Whoever felt a hurt in giv- 
But all who give in Christ’s name—whether little 
or much—feels a wave of joy coming over him. 

A well-to-do man was asked to contribute some- 
thing to help a brother. He grumbled, “I wonder if 
these calls will never stop.” “Do you want them to 
stop?” he was asked. “If they stop you may become as 
selfish as Satan.” 

The greatest of all joy comes when we give unre- 
servedly to the Lord. That is the gift He wants. Abra- 
ham gave his son Isaac; God matched that by giving His 
Son; now the only thing we can do is to give ourselves. 
—Anonymous. 


December 25, 1932 


CHRISTMAS AROUND THE WORLD 
Matthew 2:12 
(By Rey. Paul C. White) 


At Christmas time our thoughts turn to the com- 
ing of the Christ child. While Christmas is centuries 
old, it is still new every year for there are new promises 
that come to us from God; new preparation must be 
made for the coming of the King; there must be new 
dedication of self to the work of the Church. Christ- 
mas around the world appeals to us because it reminds 
us that our Saviour has said, “Go ye therefore into all 
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the world.” What was the promise that God gave that 
there might be Christmas around the world? What 
preparation was made for Christ’s coming? How was 
He announced? How may we seek Him today? What 
can we do in taking Him to the world? These are 
among the basic questions we would answer as we study 
about Christmas around the world. 


The Promise 

The promise of the coming of the Saviour of the 
world is a promise that is sacred to every Christian, It 
was Isaiah who said, “For unto us a child is born, unto 
us a son is given: and his name shall be called Wonder- 
ful, Counselor, the Mighty God, the Everlasting Father, 
the Prince of Peace.” This was the promise that has 
made Christmas possible around the world. 


The Preparation 

The Christ comes only as there is adequate prepara- 
tion for His coming. He coud come only to the world 
when the world was thoroughly ready for His coming. 
John the Baptist prepared the way for the coming of 
Jesus. He preached, “There cometh one mightier than 
I after me.” He was preparing the hearts of the people 
for the coming of Jesus. 

Jesus, on His birthday, would have us prepare the 
world for His coming anew. We must first of all pre- 
pare our hearts that He may enter in. Then we must 
launch out into our own communities, into our own 
country, and into all of the lands around the world and 
aid in preparing them for the coming of Jesus. 


The Announcement 

The angel of the Lord announced the coming of 
Jesus, saying to Mary, “Thou shalt bring forth a Son, 
and shalt call His name Jesus.” 

If Christmas is to be achieved around the world, 
someone must announce the coming of the Lord. That 
announcement is to be made by us, His laborers. Jesus 
would have us say, “Fear not, for behold I bring you 
glad tidings of great joy.’ We become His messengers 
bringing the joyful announcement of the coming of 
Jesus to all of the peoples of the world. The light of 
the world can come only as someone tells the story 
of His coming. 

The Coming 

In the fullness of time Christ was born and so we 
have Christmas around the world. Born in a lowly 
stable, with the beasts of the field as His comrades, 
perhaps unknown by the many in Bethlehem at that 
time, He became the King of the world. 


All my heart this night rejoices, 

As I hear, 

Far and near 

Sweetest angel voices; a 
“Christ is born,” their choirs are singing, 
Till the air 

Everywhere, Rae 

Now with joy is ringing. 


Hark! A voice from yonder manger, 

Soft and sweet, 

Doth entreat, 

“Flee from woe and danger; : 
Brethren, come; from all that grieves you 
You are freed; 

All you need 

I wili surely give you.” 


Come, then, let us hasten yonder, 
Here let all, 

Great and small, 

Kneel in awe and wonder | ’ 
Love Him who with love is yearning; 
Hail the star 

That from afar | : 

Bright with hope is burning. 
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He shall come to us on Christmas day. When He 
has entered into our hearts He will fill us with His 
spirit so that we may go out and win others and thus 
see Christmas around the world. 


Seeking Him Only 


“Behold there came wise men from the East to 
Bethlehem saying, ‘Where is He that is born King of 
the Jews?” Wise men were seeking the Christ and 
truly it is a wise man who will seek his Saviour. They 


came from afar that they might see the Master. 


Seeking Him only should be the thought that enters 
our minds on Christmas Day. As the Master is sought 
by His children He is found. Helping others to seek 
Jesus becomes one of the challenging privileges of the 
Christian. God calls you on this day to help others to 
seek the Master. 


Going to the World 


Jesus has said to us, “Go ye therefore and teach 
all nations.’ If Christmas is to come to all nations it 
is because His followers have heard Him say, “Go.” 
The divine commission is to go to all nations, which 
means that Jesus would have His church take His 
message around the world. 


Christmas is to be found in China and Japan, and 
in the other lands in the Far East. His missionaries, 
set aside to carry the Gospel, depend upon us for our 
prayers and our help. Jesus would Go to Africa and 
India and to the other far corners of the world. Chil- 
dren in these lands can only know what Christmas 
means when we, through our prayers and our good 
deeds, see to it that His message is taken. 


What Can We Do? 


What can individuals like us do at Christmas time 
that Jesus may come to the world? 

1. Pray. Jesus would have us to ask the Heavenly 
Father to send His Word to the world. Our prayers 
must ascend to God. 

2. Study His Word. We must learn about God, 
we must study carefully His Word in order that we may 
know that message which is to be taken to the world. 

3. Work. For only as we work together can His 
Kingdom be found around the world. Our hands are 
the hands that Jesus would use in His service. Our 
feet are to be used in carrying His message. Our lips 
are the lips through which He speaks to the world. 
Continue always to work for the Lord. 


4. Give. We must give our hearts to Jesus first 
of all, for unless our heart is in the work nothing good 
can be accomplished. Then we must give of our means 
in order that the chosen missionaries may receive sup- 
port from home and thus be able to go to the world. 

5. Love. We must love the peoples of all nations. 
That means that our brothers from around the world 
shall know that our kindest thoughts are with them. 
How can we hope to take Christ’s love to the yellow, 
the black, and every white race, if we do nut love them 
all? Jesus has said, “A new commandment I give unto 
you, that ye love one another; even as I have loved you, 
that ye also love one another.” The great command- 
ment is to love God and to love one another. Jesus can 
come to the world when our love encircles the world. 
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Christmas around the world: That is God’s promise. 
The world is to be prepared for His coming. He comes 
as His presence is announced. Continue to seek Him 
ever and then help to take Him to the world. Christmas 
around the world: It is achieved only as we pray, 
study, work, give and love. 


JUNIOR TOPICS 


Note: The December topics are all on the Christmas theme. 


Through them the Juniors should be led to a better Christmas 
observance. 
Objective: To lead the Juniors through a knowledge of the 


Christmas story to worship, to a better knowledge and love for 


Jesus, and to a comprehension of a new spiritual meaning of 
Christmas. 
Material: Junior Topics Booklet, ‘‘Christmas,” in Program 


Packet, or 5 cents from Luther League Headquarters. 


December, 1931, Luther League Review, and Junior Luther 
League Helper, July-December, 1931, if you have saved them. 


“December Services of Worship for Junior Boys and Girls’’— 
25 cents—from Department of Religious Education, 740 Rush Street, 
Chicago, Ill—will give a wealth of worship material on these topics. 


Pictures—order at once from Perry Picture Co., Malden, Mass. : 
Announcement to the Shepherds—Plockhorst, 10 cents 
Sistine Madonna—Raphael, 10 cents 
Madonna of the Chair—Raphael, 10 cents 
Madonna—Ferruzzi, 10 cents , 

Worship of the Wise Men—Hofman, 2 cent size—one 
for each Junior 


Stories—as noted in topics. 


. 


December 4, 1932 
LIGHTING THE WAY 
(By Emily J. Werner) 


Materials Needed: May be ordered from the Women’s Missionary 
Society, 723 Muhlenberg Building, Philadelphia, Pa. 

Lighting the Way: Six missionary Bible lessons by Emily J. 
Werner. Price, 25 cents. 

Letters from China: Price, 5 cents per set. 

China Picture Sheet, Lutheran: Price, 20 cents. 

For other available material on China, see October Review. 


Session III: 

Aim: To help the children to see that God’s com- 
mandments are for our good; to foster the spirit of 
sharing our knowledge of God’s goodness with others. 

Pre-session Period: Working on the section of the 
book which will show Jesus as the Good Shepherd. 
Working on China Picture Map. 


Program 

Story: Old Mamma Wang (page 20, Lighting the 
Way), told by leader. 

Conversation: How would knowing the command- 
ments have helped Old Mamma Wang? Why are they 
like signposts for our lives? Review story of the giving 
of the commandments to Moses (page 22, Lighting the 
Way). 

Worship Period. 

Prayer Hymn: Saviour, Like a Shepherd Lead Us. 

The Commandments: Repeated by all in unison, 
with musical response. 

Bible Reading: Deuteronomy 5:28-33, read by leader. 

Activity Period: Working on the page of the book 
which will show in the most effective way the meaning 
and value of the commandments. 

Working on the China Picture Map, if this project 
is added. 

Closing Prayer Hymn: 

Father, we thank Thee, 
Father, we thank Thee, 


Father in heaven, we thank Thee. 


(Prepared under the direction of the Light Brigade Department, 
Women’s Missionary Society) 
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December 11, 1932 


THE ANGELS’ SONG 


Luke 2:13, 14 


Aim: To visualize and interpret through picture and carol that 
part of the Christmas story which tells of the angels’ visit to 
the shepherds. a 

Procedure: Write the program on the blackboard, writing out 
in full any unfamiliar parts, in order that the program may move 
smoothly. : : 

The responses and worship verses might be memorized by 
the Juniors. ; ‘ 

Ushers should be selected and informed as to when offering 
is to be taken. 

Leader and pianist should go over program together before the 
meeting and each should have complete copies. . : 

There should be no announcements, explanations or other dis- 
tracting elements during these programs. 


The Topic 

Instrumental Prelude: ‘““The Angels’ Serenade.” 

Leader: In preparation for the Christmas season we 
are for the next few meetings to think about some of 
our beautiful Christmas carols and study some pictures 
which help explain their meaning to us. 

We will worship our Heavenly Father as we sing 
these carols which He has put into the souls of great 
musicians to write for us. As we look at some of the 
beautiful Christmas pictures we shall also worship and 
thank Him for the great artists who drew them. All 
have a message for us. 

Today we shall think about a carol which tells us 
of the angels’ song to the shepherds on the first Christ- 
mas night. 


Call to Worship: 
Glory to God in the highest, 
And on earth peace, good will to men. 

Worship: First part of “Christmas Carols, New and 
Old” in Junior Topics Booklet, page 9. ' 

Scripture: Luke 2:1-16 read by a Junior. 

Picture: Leader places before the group the picture, 
“Announcement to the Shepherds.” 

Chorus: “Hark, the Herald Angels Sing’’—one verse. 
(Arrange this beforehand.) Divide into two groups, 
shepherds and angels, and sing in this wise: 

Shepherds: 
Hark, the herald angels sing. 
Angels: 
Glory to the new-born King; 
Peace on earth and mercy mild, 
God and sinners reconciled! 
Together: ‘ 
Joyful, all ye nations rise, ‘ 
Join the triumph of the skies; 
With the angelic host proclaim, 
Christ is born in Bethlehem! 
Shepherds: 
Hark, the herald angels sing. 
Angels: 
Glory to the new-born King. 

Picture Study: “Announcement to the Shepherds”— 
see Junior Topics Booklet, page 12, down to the words, 
“The Topic.” ; 

This picture gives us the story of the world’s first 
Christmas carol. We see the wondering shepherds, the 
bright angels, and the artist has drawn the scene in such 
a way that we can almost catch the message which the 
angels are telling, the message of “peace on Gehcwa ies 
“a Saviour is born.” (Through questions and discus- 
sion draw out from the Juniors the story from the pic- 
ture of the first Christmas night.) 
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Carol: “It Came Upon the Midnight Clear.” This 
carol tells the story of the angels’ song just as our pic- 
ture showed it to us. Let us listen while 
sings (or reads) the first verse for us. Who can tell 
us the picture they saw as they listened to the words? 
(Let Juniors teli what they see in the words of the 
first verse.) 

It is midnight. The angels bend down near to 
the earth and play softly on their harps. They sing, 
“Peace on earth, good will to men.” The whole world 
is hushed in silence to hear the angels sing. 

Let us sing the first verse. 

Paragraph in Topics Booklet, page 10, on “It Came 
Upon the Midnight Clear.” 
softly while Junior reads this. 

Verse two tells us that the angels are still singing 
if we listen quietly enough to catch the strain of their 
music. Above all the sounds and noise of the weary 
world still echoes the song of the angel chorus. 

Verse three tells us that the message of the angels 
was one of cheer and hope to all who are weary and 
tired and all who are burdened with troubles and cares. 
It bids them 

Rest beside the weary road 
And hear the angels sing. 

And the last verse tells of the days when the whole 

world shall welcome Jesus as their King and 
The whole world send back the song 
Which now the angels sing. 

This is an American carol. A great many of our 
Christmas carols come to us from other lands, but this 
is from the pen of Edmund H. Sears, a poet-preacher of 
Boston. It was first called “Peace On Earth.” This 
writer also composed “Calm On the Listening Ear 
of Night.” 

The carol has a message for us today. It seems 
especially written for this day and hour when we need 
peace on all the earth, and when trouble and unrest is 
found everywhere. Let us pray as we sing that peace 
shall cover all the earth. 

Let us sing the second, third and last verses. 

Offering: Offering sentence—leader: 

All that we have we hither bring, 
To lay with joy at the feet of the King. 

As offering is received, the pianist plays siftly “O 
Come, All Ye Faithful.” 

Offering Response: 

O come, let us adore Him, 
O come, let us adore Him, 
O come, let us adore Him, Christ the Lord. 

Story: “The Shepherd Who Did Not Go’—Jay 
Stocking in “Christmas Legends and Stories” (one of 
the Junior Reading Course books of several years ago). 

Call to Prayer: Refrain from “Angels From the 
Realms of Glory.” All through, the month the piano will 
tell us when it is time to pray. The piano will say: 

Come and worship, 
Come and worship, 
Worship Christ, the new-born King. 

Prayer (by leader): Our Heavenly Father, we wor- 
ship Thee and sing to Thee in these beautiful Christmas 
carols. We thank Thee that Thou didst put it into the 
souls of great musicians to give us the Christmas story 
in such a beautiful way. Help us each time we sing 
these songs to praise and thank Thee for Jesus and 


Have verse played very 


Page Twenty-nine 
make Him mean more and more to us. May we show 
our love for Thee by living as Christian boys and girls 
should live. Amen. 

Prayer Response: Last verse of “It Came Upon the 
Midnight Clear” in concert. 
Quiet Music. 


December 18, 1932 
WISE MEN SEEK JESUS 
Matthew 2:16 
Aim; To visualize and interpret through picture and carol that 
part of the Christmas story which tells of the visit of the Wise Men 
Procedure: Follow plans suggested in last week’s topic. 
Instrumental Pre-ude: “The March of the Three 
Kings.” 
Leader: Today we shall hear of some others who 
also heard the Christmas message. 
Call to Worship: 
As with gladness men of old 
Did the guiding star behold; 
As with joy they hailed its light, 
Leading onward, beaming bright; 
So, most gracious God, may we 
Evermore be led to Thee. 
Scripture: Matthew 2:1-16 read by a Junior. 


Hymn Study: “We Three Kings of Orient Are.” 
The Bible story tells that when Jesus was born Wise 
Men came from the East to visit Him. We know that 
there was a great desert between the place where they 
lived and where Jesus was born and so we are sure that 
they crossed the desert on the backs of camels. 

We have a Christmas carol which tells us about the 
visit of these Wise Men and the gifts which they brought 
to Jesus. — will play it for us, and then you 
are to tell of what it makes you think. (Bring out fact 
that it has a rhythm which suggests the swaying move- 
ment of the camels and that it has an oriental strain 
in it because of the minor tones.) 

Now open your hymn book to the hymn. Let us 
read the first verse together and find all the things which 
it tells us about these three Wise Men who came to see 
Jesus. (Group read together.) Now tell what you 
could find out about them. (Bring out the facts that 
these were kings probably of small kingdoms on the 
other side of the desert. They brought gifts. They 
crossed fertile fields, they passed water falls and brooks, 
they went through barren waste land and through moun- 
tain passes, all of the way guided by the light of a star 
which went before them.) 

Now we will select three boys to tell the story of 
the gifts which these kings brought: 

First King reads about his gift of gold. Bring out 
the fact that Jesus was a King, born in Bethlehem, and 
because He was a King this Wise Man from the East 
brought gold to make Him a crown. 

Second King reads about his gift of frankincense. 
Frankincense is very sweet and when it is burned a 
little spiral of smoke goes up from it. The people in 
the Old Testament used it in their service of worship 


’ because it helped them to think of the Heavenly Father. 


So whenever they used it, it meant that the Heavenly 
Father was near them. Because Jesus was the Heaven- 
ly Father’s best gift and was His Son, this Wise Man 
brought the gift which made him think of Jesus as the 
Heavenly Father’s Son. 
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Third King reads about his gift of myrrh. Myrrh 
was used in the burial service in the East and this gift 
makes us think of Jesus as giving His life for those 
whom He loved. 

Bearing these strange gifts these three Wise Men 
came this great distance guided by the light of a star. 
Let us sing the refrain together. Shall we now sing the 
first verse and the refrain? 

Picture Study: “The Worship of the Wise Men.” 
(Have one for each Junior.) Our picture tells us the 
story of what happened when the Wise Men found the 
little Babe. 

These Wise Men first of all fell down and wor- 
shipped the Babe, because they knew it was the new- 
born King for whom they were seeking. Then they 
opened their treasures and gave Him gifts. 

At this season, let us too worship Him and then give 
Him gifts. 

Let us look at the picture. (Draw out facts—the 
end of the journey—the Mother and Babe—the worship 
—the gifts—the story of first seeing Herod and then 
returning another way.) 

Story: “The Other Wise Man’—Van Dyke, retold. 
(This can be bought in any book store, or you can bor- 
row same from library.) 

Offering: Offering Sentence: 

As they offered gifts most rare 
At that manger rude and bare 
So may we our treasure bring 


Christ, to Thee, our Heavenly King. 
—(Adapted from ‘‘As With Gladness Men of Old’) 
Prayer (by leader): Dear Heavenly Father, we bring 


our gifts as the Wise Men of long ago. Bless them and 
help other boys and girls through them to know and 
love Thee. Amen. 

Offering Response: 

O come, let us adore Him, 
O come, let us adore Him, 
O come, let us adore Him, Christ the Lord. 

Call to Prayer: 

Come and worship, 
Come and worship, 
Worship Christ, the new-born King. 

Prayer (by leader): Our Father, we thank Thee for 
this story of the visit of the Wise Men. May our gifts 
to Thee be truly love gifts. May our study of the 
‘Christmas story make Jesus nearer to us and may we 
truly worship Him. Amen. 

Prayer Response: Third verse of “As With Glad- 
mess Men of Old.” 

Quiet Music. 


December 25, 1932 


SILO ANG) AMEND, \VAO)SILID AN RND, ILO Nud) IK Cefeyno 
(Christmas) 
Matthew 2:11 


Aim: To worship through a study, with Scripture, picture and 
‘carol, of that part of the Christmas story which is a publishing of 
the glad tidings of the birth of Jesus to the whole creation. 

Procedure: Same as December 11. 


Instrumental Prelude: “Hallelujah Chorus”’—Handel. 

Introduction: Today we rejoice over the coming of 
the Lord. A joyful note is heard everywhere because 
it is Christmas. We shall learn through carol and 
picture again the joy which the waiting world found on 
the first Christmas day. 
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Call to Worship: 
Joy to the world! The Lord is come; 
Let earth receive her King; 
Let every heart prepare Him room, 
And heaven and nature sing. 

Scripture: “How beautiful upon the mountains are 
the feet of Him that bringeth good tidings, that pub- 
lisheth peace, that said unto Zion, Thy God reigneth! 
Break forth into joy, sing together; for Jehovah hath 
comforted his people.” 

Hymn Study: “Joy to the World.” This carol is 
arranged from the oratorio, “The Messiah,” a joyful 
song throughout. 

Let us listen while plays it for us. 
Is the music joyful? Does it fit in with the name of the 
carol? Read the first verse to yourself. Who has heard 
of the coming of Jesus? The whole world. How does 
every person feel? Joyful. When you are joyful do 
you want to sing? 

will sing the second verse for us. 
This tells more of the joy of the world. Second verse 
sung together. What does the writer tell us that is es- 
pecially joyful in nature? The fields. Perhaps a wav- 
ing field of grain makes you feel that it is joyful. A 
field of corn with the wind rustling through it seems 
joyful too. Have you ever seen a stream when it seemed 
joyful? The water splashes along merrily. The little 
white caps ride on top of the waves. The sound of the 
water as it runs over the stones and eddys in and out 
sounds like a happy song. 

Did you ever go to a mountainous place where the 
cliffs of rock rose high on either side? And when you 
came to a certain place did you ever say “hello” and 
then stop and listen and hear a faint “hello” in the 
distance? What could happen if you would sing in a 
place like that? Yes, your song would come back as an 
echo. That is what the writer means when he tells 
about the rocks and hills being joyful. The plains 
dotted with beautiful trees and bright flowers also tell 
the song of joy. Because everyone is singing and all 
nature is joyful it is like one great song around the earth, 
each one singing that Jesus has come. 


Now let us sing the third verse. How has this song 
which has gone round the earth changed the nations? 
The people of all nations are going to try to live as 
Jesus would have them live in truthfulness and love. 


Picture Study: “The Sistine Madonna.” No story of 
Christmas would be a story or no study of the Christmas 
story would be a study unless it centered around what 
made the first Christmas—the Baby in the manger. So 
we will conclude our study of the Christmas story with 
a picture which tells us the reason for all the joy which 
we have at the Christmas season. 

Our picture is one of the Baby Jesus and His 
Mother—one of the most famous pictures in the world. 
It was painted by the great artist Raphael, an Italian 
painter. Let us look at it for a moment and think of 
the Baby who came at Christmas. It was His coming 
which brought joy to the whole world. If Jesus had 
not come there would never be any Christmas. 

God loved us so much that He sent this Babe—His 
only Son—to tell us how to live and how we might 
serve Him. When we learn to do His work and love 
Him truly, then we really keep Christmas, 
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Offering: Offering Sentence: 
All that we have we hither bring, 


To lay it with joy at the feet of the King. 
Offering Response: 


O come, let us adore Him, 

O come, let us adore Him, 

O come, let us adore Him, Christ the Lord. 
Story: The one story to retell today is the story of 


the Christ Child—let one of the Juniors be ready to give 
this in own words. 


Call to Prayer (piano): “Come and Worship” re- 
frain from “Angels From the Realms of Glory.” 

Prayer (by leader): For the beautiful songs of great 
musicians, for the song of joy which has gone through- 
out the earth telling of the coming of Jesus, we thank 
Thee, our Father. Help us to tell the joyful story to 
others, by our lives and our readiness to serve others. 
Use each one of us to help spread the joyful message 


of Christmas. Help us to tell of Jesus wherever we 
can. Amen. 


Prayer Response: One verse of “Come Hither, Ye 
Faithful, Triumphantly Sing.” 
Quiet Music—To dismiss. 


SERVICE ACTIVITIES 

See Topics Booklet, page 11, under “Expression.” 

A natural outcome developing from these topics may 
be carol singing by the Junior League. On Christmas 
Eve the members may be able to go to the homes of 
shut-ins and other friends and sing. 

Or a group may go to a home for old folks or an 
orphanage when a Christmas service may be given, made 
up of the parts of these topics which the Juniors have 
most enjoyed. This may be combined with the White 
Gifts Christmas Celebration. Such an activity will de- 
finitely make these carols a vital part of the Juniors’ 
religious life and give Christmas a deeper meaning. 


PROGRAMS FOR THE LITTLE LEAGUERS 


Aim: To impress the Christmas story in the minds of the 
little ones. 


December 4—The Story of an Angel 
December 11—The Story of Shepherds 
December 18—The Story of a Star 
December 25—Christmas Program 


All the stories are from the ‘Standard Bible Story Reader” 
(Book One). : 

For the Christmas program sing hymns learned, have the little 
ones retell the Christmas story, and exhibit all the handwork done. 

Make calendars and booklets. Cut bells from red paper, smaller 
bells of white for inside pages, and paste a Christmas picture on 
each. A Christmas picture on a red card with a calendar below 
can likewise be made. : 

Give out large red stars cut from cardboard the first week in 
December. Add a gold star on the points as a memory verse is 
learned each week. On Christmas add a small one cent copy of 
“The Madonna of the Chair’ and let the little ones take these home. 

Put up the two Madonna pictures suggested to be ordered in 
the Junior topics. ; 

Let the Juniors make a set of the Christmas Panel Posters (60 
cents), “The First Christmas” ($1), or a set of Handwork Color 
Cards (15 cents—all from United Lutheran Publication House. 1228 
Spruce Street, Philadelphia, Pa.), and use these to teach the Christ- 
mas story to the little ones. ; : 

Tf these little one are getting the whole Christmas story in the 
Bible School, do not repeat, but build on what they are learning 

ere. . ss 
. You may then put ap emphasis on a White Gifts Christmas 
have them help the Juniors. 
a Tell the eta “Why oe Chimes Rang’’—Alden, from ‘‘The 
i ’s Book of Christmas Stories.” ‘ ; 
Peru he poem, “What Can I Give Him?”—Rosetti, from any 
pts you may wish to emphasize “Christmas Around the World.” 
If so, the suggestions in the Topics Booklet, pages 7 and 8, will 
give many hints for these little ones also. 

You may also use some of this material : Ate 

Stories: “How Teresa and Carlito Helped the Three Kings 
(Puerto Rico) from “Children of Sea and Sun’”—Wagner. “‘Gretchen 
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and the Wooden Shoe,” an old G 1 —fr #8 i A 
Hao CO Che ee erman legend—from ‘‘The Children’s 
Hymns: “Away In a Manger” (Luther’s Cradle Hymn); ‘Silent 


Night” (German, also). (Tell the child i 
pect Ga ae.) (Te e children that our Christmas carols 


Poem: ‘Everywhere, 
verse. 

Pictures—Great artists of other lands: Madonna of the Chair— 
Raphael (Italy), Arrival of the Shepherds—LeRolle (France), Vir- 
gin and Infant Jesus—Murillo (Spain), etc. 

One Message: “We’ve A Story to Tell to the Nations.” 

Activities : 

Make book of Christmas pictures to send to children of 
other lands. 

Look at pictures of Christmas celebrations in other lands. 

Learn carols of other lands. 

Visit toy ‘stores and see articles made in other lands. 

Study religious pictures painted by artists of other lands. 

Help children of other lands. 


Facts on WITTENBERG 


Jnited Lutheran College 
» 2unded in 1845 
Co-educational Since 1874 
Fulltime Students—1,000 
Year Enrollment—2,500 Faculty of 96 

At Springfield, Ohio—72,000 Full Accreditation 


Students from 19 States and 11 Foreign Countries 


Finely equipped, beautiful environs, scholarly faculty, 
purposeful students loyal to home and church and school 


Seventh President: Rees Edgar Tulloss, Ph.D., D.D., LL.D. 
Wittenberg College Springfield, Ohio 


Everywhere, Christmas Tonight’’—first 


Six New Buildings Since 
1920. Additions to others. 

Seniors graduating 1921— 71 

Seniors graduating 1930—222 


When You Visit the City of Brotherly Love 
MESSIAH LUTHERAN ‘‘The Friendly Church’’ 


Sixteenth and Jefferson Sts. 

In the Heart of Philadelphia 
INVITES YOU TO ALL SERVICES 
10 A. M. ‘Sunday School of the Hour’’ 

Harvey C. Miller, Superintendent 
7:45 P. M, Every Thursday Night 
Philadelphia’s Largest Prayer Meeting 
Dr. Ross Stover Preaches Every Sunday 
11 A. M. and 7:30 P. M. 

Come Early! Always Crowded! 
Listen in over WLIT, Lit Bros., Phila. 


Dr. Stover broadcasts “Musical Ser- 
mons’’ every alternating Wednesday, at 
12:15 o’clock noon 


He Also Broadcasts from Messiah Lutheran Church 
Every Alternating Sunday at 10:30 A. M. 


CARTHAGE COLLEGE 


A College Fit for You 


A high-grade liberal arts College—Co-educational. 

Courses recognized and required as preparatory to Law, 
Medicine, Teaching and Theology. % 

Fully accredited by the North Central Association, the 
Association of American Universities, the State Departments 
of Illinois, Wisconsin, Minnesota, Iowa, Indiana, etc. 

New Departments of Agriculture and Journalism. 

College Band and a Capella Choir. 

Has trained noted physicians, lawyers, 
sionaries, authors, teachers. 

Very moderate in all expenses. 

Christian in atmosphere, motive and purpose. | 

For information and free catalogue and pictorial booklet, 


address 
PRESIDENT JACOB DIEHL, D.D. 
Carthage College, Carthage, Ill. 


ministers, mis- 


Hartwick Academy 


The Oldest Lutheran School in America 
Four Years College Preparatory Course 
High Educational Standards. 
Healthful Community. 


Strong Faculty. 

Beautiful Campus. 

A School of Christian Ideals in a Land of American Traditions 
For Catalogue and Information, Address 


REV. J. W. SCHMITTHENNER, A.M., Headmaster, 
Hartwick Seminary, New York 
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Lhther Livan (Denury Bank 


Ghe Ideal Christmas Gift 


For An Ideal Luther Leaguer 


For pasting and preserving memories of Luther League Trips, Conventions, Socials and Other Great Occasions. Newspaper Clippings and 
New Ideas can be fittingly saved in this Memory Book 


PRINTED WORDS CANNOT CONVEY TO YOU THE 
MARVELOUS BEAUTY OF THIS MEMORY BOOK 


Seventy-five leaves of heavy, durable cover stock. Outside cover is nine and one-half inches wide by sixteen inches long. It is made 
of beautiful imitation brown leather, over heavy binder’s board. Lettering and Luther League Seal in gold are beautifully embossed as 
seen in the illustration. The whole book is tied together with a twenty-four inch cord and tassel, made in the five Luther League colors— 
black, red, white, blue and gold. The title page is specially printed for identification. Boxed in green. box, and securely packed for ship- 
ment. The price is only $5.00, postpaid and insured, east of the Mississippi River ($5.50 west of the Mississippi River). Unless check 
or money order accompanies order, book will be shipped C. O. D. with postal charges added. 


Luther League Pillow Tops 


Many of our customers have asked for Pillow (or 
Cushion) Tops. We now have them in stock, with 
the 12-inch Luther League Emblem in felt 
in full colors on top side. The size overall 
is 23 inches square. The tie is gold felt and 
four bows on each top—one in each corner. 


PRICE, $5.00 


POSTPAID 


All Wool Felt. Satisfaction Guaranteed. 
Slashed Fringe Edge. Best Quality Workmanship. 


THE LUTHER PRESS 


Everything In Luther League Supplies 
429-437 HERR STREET . HARRISBURG, PENNA. 


The Pacific Seminary 


3 needs YOUR help more than ever, and it 
| needs it NOW. SEND it to 4302 East 45th 
Street, Seattle, Wash. Thank you! 


5 Leagueally yours, 


MILTON J. BIEBER, 
Acting President 


; 

| Roanoke College 
{ FOUNDED 1853 

SALEM, VIRGINIA 

: A LUTHERAN COLLEGE FOR MEN 


FULLY ACCREDITED 


B.A. and B.S. Degrees 
Superior Standards 


Pre-Professional Courses 
Unusual Cosmopolitanism 
Mountainous Location In Historic Virginia 


—o 


Attractive Illustrated Booklet Sent Upon Request 


NEWBERRY COLLEGE 


NEWBERRY, S. C. 


“& Good College for Men and Women” : 
Owned and controlled by the Lutheran Synods of South -~ 
Carolina, Georgia-Alabama, and Florida 
In the heart of ““The Iodine Center of the Nation’ 
Thorough courses leading to A.B. and B.Mus. degrees 


Able faculty, adequate equipment, home-like atmosphere, 
well-balanced program of student activities 


Expenses for session less than $350.00 


For Catalogue, Write JAMES C. KINARD, President 


Susquehanna University 


(Co-educational) Selinsgrove, Pa. 
G. Morris Smith, A.M., D.D., President i 


AN ACCREDITED COLLEGE : 
Stressing Quality In the Heart of Pennsylvania 


A Growing Faculty of Superior Qualifications 
Trained at America’s Outstanding Graduate Schools 


High Moral Tone Spiritual Values Emphasized 


 A.B., B.S. and Mus.B. Degrees 
An Accredited Conservatory of Music 
For Catalogue write either 


“Emily E. Swettman, George F. Dunkelberger, Ph.D., 
Registrar Dean 


Gettysburg College 


Oldest Lutheran College In America 


Standard courses offered in the Liberal Arts and Sciences, 
including Pre-Medical and Teachers’ Training. 


L Only Lutheran institution giving college courses in En- 
gineering or offering Military Training (R.O.T.C.). The War 
Department pays $612 in cash, clothing, etc., to students 
electing the complete R.O.T.C. course. 


Extensive building program affords College latest and 
' best equipment. 
‘ For Catalogue Bulletin and beautiful book of College 
and Battlefield views, free, address the President. 
_ The Rev. H. W. A. Hanson, D.D., LL.D., Gettysburg, Pa. 


THE BALTIMORE MOTHERHOUSE 


Trains Young Women for the 


DEACONESS CALLING 
AND OFFERS COURSES FOR 
GENERAL CHRISTIAN WORKERS 


One Year 
2500-2600 W. North Ave. 


Two Year 


Address: Baltimore, Md. 


Muhlenberg College 


ALLENTOWN, PA. : 


A standard college of the highest grade enrolled with 
the Association of American Universities. -A strong, scholarly 
faculty. Outstanding courses in the Bible. Superior classical, 
scientific and philosophical courses. New equipment. New 
science building and library. The College with a representa- 
tive Lutheran .chapel., 

An academic department of the highest grade admitting 
to all institutions. 


Send for catalogue and write for information to 
Oscar F. Bernheim - - Se 


JohnwA. Ws Haas; =D:D.7_ LID, =. = = >= 


Registrar 


President 


COME TO YOUR CHURCH COLLEGE 


Wagner Memorial Lutheran College 


STATEN ISLAND, NEW YORK CITY 


We prepare for Theological Seminary 


We give the required Pre-Medical, Pre-Dental 
and Pre-Law Courses 


We afford Engineers the desired Liberal Arts. Education 
Our Graduates will be qualified to teach 
We can and we want to serve Lutheran students well 
HERMAN BREZING, D.D., President 


—_— 


"RGEISSLER INC. 


450 SIXTH AVE.NEAR IO th ST. NEW YORK 


Church Furnishin 


(air 
MARBLE:BRASS: SILVER. 
FABRICS + WINDOWS 


Those Spending Sunday In Philadelphia Are 
Cordially Invited to Attend 


Church of The Holy Communion 


Chestnut and Twenty-first Streets 
REV. J. H. HARMS, D.D., Pastor 


eee err Within Walking 
Bible School - 10 A. M. Distance of Hotels 
Y. Pp. S.-- -- 7 P. M. 


ee 


Send a Christmas Greeting to 


0%) 
2) Your League Friends 


LEA Cinhlem Christnas Clards 
Re tor [ther eaguers 


Assortment No. 1=20 Cards for A Dollar 


Oe Luther League Emblem is printed in full colors and embossed on these 


twenty folders, two each of ten very attractive designs (three designs are re- 
ligious.) The envelopes are fancy tissue lined. The folders are of a high 
grade parchment stock and are long folded and lithographed in five colors and gold. 
The sentiments are nearly all engraved. 


A Fine Greeting For Christmas Day 
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{Qveliginus E[asnrtment Do. 2 
15 Cards for A Dollar 


HE Luther League Emblem is printed in single color on 
these fifteen beautiful cards, each one of whichis a dif- 
ferent design. This is a unique and most attractive 

assortment and is intended for those Luther Leaguers who 

have formerly used our fine Christmas Cards and who still 
want, this year, different cards from those formerly used. 


4 £4 4 4 4 


A NEW PARTY and SOCIAL BOOK 


The COKESBURY PARTY BOOK 


PRICE, $1.70 Postpaid 


404 PAGES OF NEW AND HELPFUL PLANS, GAMES, 
GET-TO-GETHER IDEAS, Etc. 


JUST OFF THE PRESS AND GOING GREAT 


INTIS AT eT 


THE LUTHER PRESS 


Gverything in Luther League Supplies 
A29-437 HERR STREET HARRISBURG, PENNA 
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